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A New Beginning

adoba- Andhar| Tiger Beserve {5 happy Lo préssnt you s offickal

rewskedler Tadold Diaries, Mol many of you are awdre Lal e

rattRemant of wildiife areas, sspacially Hger reservis- is &
cipmplex work whersim multiple stakehoklers are involved, The wsork of
itz management has many aspects ke protection of forestand wildlifo,
management of specialized habitats like grasslands, water avallability,
fire protection, preventing willlile orlme and most importantly earning
goodwill of commumities living o and aroamd Hhe park through eco
devielopment and sctlvities Hlke eco-towrism

However, Tor dovisitor, I s mostly about tourism and sightsecing. Barely

does @ visitor gelks an opporiunity fo gel educated antd axperience the
behind-{he-scenes activities of park |11.|||.1_:-:'|1|1-||I A& wisilor- s on o beiel st and i ool able 1o et e Sedsorn)
e hanpes and year-round happenings o the park. 1 B osdth the intention of fllieg, this vald in sisibor esperience, we are
presenting you Tadoba Diaries. 10 will brng 0 vou the stores of thestakeholder= most importanthy the fistd staffy oot
coldiers and the stories about Theissees concerning profed ton and conservalion, Apart from the hand work of the field
statl, it will also reflect the unigque experiences of our satari fuides, naturalsts, resort staff, wildlite lovers, visitors and
coelelirity guests, 1wl provide a platform o all the stakeholders Lo express Themselves, IE will also provide & channel of
commumication/feedback aboul visitor experionces,

It also glvesmean opportunity to communicate with you sl D wish to inform you that we are preparing a *Vision-20401
document with the support of all stakeholders 1o address a host of issues. Nationa] Tiger Corservatbon Authority (NTCA)
has started an axercse lo evaluate the functioning ol tiger conservation foundations across the coumdry. Having a long
term v ision for the landscape bas beenconsiderad asa sian of vibeant and purpose-oriented foundation. Taking & cue from
this procass, we e with (e offort to migke g vicion decument for TATR Conservation Foundation Lonsidoring the
overiap of activithes of the Foundation and the TATR, it was but natumal bx exbond the exercise to all activities and all the
stakelhwolders. Therefare; now we are M INE I the direction of Freparing & yison O TTE ':l.J'¢'1"I|I'l'E all aspects ol
et ke e b Dl L w0 Srenpad 0 Brig Lew g Corsse ey Loy ol s BIEmiEe fro LR RanaRsCaipe anl peeoples s sarcipatbon sne sugsort
tvwards coexlst ence with wildiife.

s S ol aclieyable i o kol e, Frernce e B 1 e B INANC e new s T ocal commmunities, priblic
This bacl bl inn o skeart Hime, Hene i 1l sl Forr gl il e deas | focal ¢ Fiees, ikl
reparese b i, wdithile manepers, sclenlsbs, ROCs-amd madia ersons, Wo've recedved] encouraging reyspponses, We
hopethat v will beable o pul Logether a holistic document.

Linaking Furward Lo youn conbinuous supporl

r. litendra Hamsaokar
Eisld Director, TATR
and Execuliyve Director, TATR Conpservation FPoundation

sl o Dlarkes™ ts pubished Ty fhe Tadoba. Andhard Tiger Beserve Cumservatlon Foundation, Chandrapur ard peinbed al Renuka Publicabion e Chandrapur. The vheaes
arl vy expressed i e arisdes gee thocse of The aulboes and do nol recessaci by reTect D of®he il polcy or posien of Th poldisher, Begrodistion ol any candent
I alawed wilhaul a writhen permission of the pukdishor

Pleasm share vodur feedhisck S inputs ontadabadiarieshi Egmall oom or calus on OFF-2T000 6 Q5 HGE 2 BODS5 T2 | For adveriising call : RIGE 003

Felifor Lir, fitendra Remgaokar, CF & Fiehd Director, TATE | Evecutive Edilor Aranl Sonaeans
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A Splntual
Expenence

- Supriva Sule
Wemher of Parlament

T TR

Lexted Mrs, Supriva Sule, Member of Parliament requesting her ten minutes for a briel interview for Tadoba Diaries
Very next moment | received her call. [ just love Tadohal”, she beganbefore | could utter aword, Extremely excited. she
kept on talking about her relationshiip with Tadoba for next halfan hour,

Eweerpd-
) What makes you love TATR so much?

A: Every time | come here, | meet myself, No maohile, Mo bectic routine. Mo stress, You have to get up early to go for the
cafari, follow the Reserve's rules and enjoy the beauly of nature, The whale exercise gives a pew favour to the life. The
pure oxygen in the air refreshes my brain. It gives a push to my creativity and | go back with a few fresh ideas. For me,
Tadoha is not only about forest and tgers. [Lis a spiritual experience which connects me with the nature, If connects me
with the Cod, [t SVeS e real experience of INNer peace,

C}; Where did this love come Fromm’?

Azt has come b me as a Sanskar from my father, | am very thankful o my parents who introduced me to Tadoba when |
was only Deo years obd, Since then this beautiful forest hasbecome an integral part of my Fife, Every year during e winter
session of Assembly al Magpur, Pawar Sabehused take the entive Family bo Tadoba on ofT day s He absays loved Torests and
wildlife. The baton has been passed on to the next generation also, Our entire family visits Tadoha every year, My daughter
boa is indove with wildlife. e ,..,|,,..,  on page 10




Honey Badger

In the mogntight; silver ine glittered on the forest road,

Vo pugmarks pasted on wud Hoor,

Months passed and years over vear] Une has never
seen them marching over,

He is a runner and hunts down the prey with power,
Some say honey badzers don't care; he hos earmed the
reputation being fierce.

oney hadgers, also known as ratels, are related to

skunks, otters. ferrats, and other badgers. Theze

voracious emnivores gel theldr pame from Eheir
lfandness for feeding on boney and honeybere larvae, They
alvo el Insects, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammalks,
as well as roots, bulbs, berries, and frults, The honey
badger has a fairly leng body, but is distinctly thick-set and
broad across the back. Its skin s remarkably lose, and
allows il bo Eurm ard Twist freely within i

Most honey badgers are active throughow! the day, but
near to human setlllements they may profer darkness.
They are often seen alpne, though it's not uncommon to
spot mating pairs. Honey badgers mate all round the yvear
arvd often have just one cubal a time.

IMvou are lucky, you may sight a Honey Badger at Todoba-
Anddhar Tiger Reserve.

Prajakta Hushangabadkar
Wildlifis Bslogist, TATHR

Tadoba Beyond Tigers

Dangerous Old Lady

Imost all of us have grown up chasing Buddhike

Boral.. translated as Old woman's hair, Thess are

hehair like structures attached o the seeds of Hui,
hetter knowmas Mk weed or Colobropis,

As Kids, we prohably were ignorant of the toxic nature of
this piamk, orefse we would have kept a safe distancel [t
would surprise many of us now i we were told that the
white sap was used to dip the tips to palson arrows, The
presence of cardipc ghycosides makes this plant sap a
proterdially dangerous Cardio-toxic.

There is another very controversial use of this plant. Often
snake hite cases are treated by traditional village healers.
In same case of non-venamous snake bites, patients have
been orally administered Calotropis extracts. The patients
whio would normally hawe only suffered pain from the bite
have alimost died of Calotropis poisoning

Interestingly, this plant |s polsonous for the cattle and
insecls also, On the other hand, many butterflies actually
lawv epps on the leaves and thelr caterpillars grow up eating
theleaves!

Anirudh Chaaoji
Senbor Maturadst



Evening

gal poosehumps even today when | remember that

EYOIITE 1 Jur 2G| was p ;n'_.‘;lli-;'ln:' on O Canler salar

aloriig wilh oy codleague Shelinae, We wisreon our wey
ot o the fores! after completing opursatarck. AN ofa sadiden
it pecame dark. The wind started blowing with great force
It starfed raining heavily, The wind was o powerful that i
uprooled mamy trees A big res el and our roed pol
blocked, | had 22 tourists in my canter, of which ten were
Litls, CHher safari vehicles had atready gone ahead 1 he syt
gofe wiag 2-5 kmis e, 11 wag nol possthie Bo go back
There was no malble netwoerk and we were stuck! What
could we da? We werg not able 1o ihink, Tourisis’ safety
wis ouT responsiblity, But how to get the help?

Firsally s took o decision | and Shetinar 2ot down of the
canter. My forest thal ahwivs seemed so pleasant, now
lozked frightenimg as & was all dark around. We stariod
wards the gate with our Fearts heatlng
abnormaly Tast. 1L was the erritory of T-24 tharess. [ was
leppard habutat too, But we were more afrawd of sloth bear

walking (o

e entered the Jjunona buffer gate for safarl on

Movember 2, 2021 It was a pleasant morning

amgd we were hoping o see a tiger. Previous
night we had heard deer calling-alarm calls- behind our
home-stay, The tourists on night safari had sighted a
tigress, popularly called 'Madhu’ Right now we were
scanning the same area. At one place. we experiemnced a
strong smell of territory marking, Then there were fresh
pugmarks! That means she was somewhare nearby. We
caulioushy and slowly moved abvead and there she was]
Placlbon, o Bver o tharee cubis waas & INE o morning sirodl,

She kept on walking and we drove bebind her for almost 10
mimstes. She stopped at a turn. We also stopped. She was
looking alert, All of & sudden, she jumped to her right and
entered the jungle. We immediately understood that she
had done a kil YWe moved a bil and saw her at the roadside
with thie kil im her mouth, It wasa sambar fawn. Expecting
hier to come on the read, we moved back again, Amd she
obliged! 5he nat only came on to the road. but also started
walking towards us. Head on with the Kilin her mouth! The
fawn seemed to be stll alive. She might be faking it to her
cubs ta traim them to make kil themselves. She kepl an
walking towards us for 17 to 18 minutes and then she got off
the road. We waited patiently and she again came on the
road for 7 to 8 minuies, | kept onchicking her, Ours was the
only gypsy to witness this dramatic moment, When the
other tourists came to know about it, their envious looks

made us feel like celebrities!
Deep kathikar

Towrist, Magpur

el ikl broar than the tger dnd lecpzed, We thought, we
wislloin't be aflve, Il we faced any of them, We walked
praying oo our Lods, kb lood My To make animals awars
ol our presence. somehow we teached gate, We narrated
the whole story there and Teturmed with  help, When we
rearhipd thie canter. the worried Faces of the fourist wera
He wigs with foy ! They highly apprecintod our hravery|

Kajal Mikode
Launne, Motaril Linto



On Duty

FOREST MARTYR

av A0, 2000 weas the date finallzed to start the All

Inclia Tiger Estimatlion al TATR., Belore hat the

field officers and staff had undergone due
training. They were to walk on foot in the forest for six days
and nole their observations. Each group had 5 bo 4 persons
and a wireless communication set, A vehicle with a team of
Forest staff was also kept ready to help these proups.
Everything was inplace,

Ihat day. a voung Forest Guard Swati Dhwmane was on
duky, just like all other well prepared forest guards, With
her three male team members she chose her route for the
first day = Kolara to compariment 97 They walked around
four-and-a-half kllometers noting various observations an
LTS Wy andl suddenly Thiy came across TEgrss '!.illillg 0n
the road! Now they were in a dilemma. Should we go ahead
or g0 back? They decided to wall expecting the figress (o
get off the road. They waited for 20-2% minutes, The
tigress foo kepl silting Bght looking at them.

Finally the team decided Lo take a detour instead of going
hack or keep walting. However there was no clear ronpd to
take a detour, 50 the three assistanls gol into the thick
forest making a way and Swali Dhumanse Tollowed hem,
The forest was so thick that it was impossibie to walk
straighl. They had to bend while walking. AL one point of
time, an assistant heard some movement, He looked back
and his heart stopped. The figress was just behind Swahi,
Hardly 2 meter away, Mext moment the tigress jumped and
caupht Swati's neck. It happened withina flash of a second,
Swali had no time todefend herself, The assistants started
shouting, bul e tgress did not loosen her grip on Swat

and dragged her away.
Bl < 8 "

wildlife co
R

Swali Dlwmane
Forest Cuard

Terrified, the assistants ran ta the road shouling
fanatically. They called Ter help on the wireless, The
vehick and the team kept ready to helpowas nearboy. Deputy
Director Nandkishore Kale who too was in the forest
rushed to the spot, Within 10-15 minutes the search leam
enterad the thickets. THsturbed with their presence and
shouting the ligress et the spol. However, whal the teamn
could find was only the dead body of Swati...

The unfortunate incident highlights the difficulties and the
Tisk involved in the work of the groumd staff im the Forest.
Theirwork is no less than that of the soldiers guarding the
borders of our country, It deserves the same respect. While
paying homage to our maertyr Forest Guard, let us
recognize and appreciate the hard work and theefforts the
ground stall is putling in b prolect our forests, incloding
your heloved Tadoha,

Shatanik Bhagwat
Divisional Torgs O
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Special

Tribute to a Fallen Soldier

ke a lot of her colleagues, Forest Cusard Swati

Crhumane, had a soft spot for the Haress who sould

unfortunately, tragically. kill her as she walked in
the Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve to survey ifs wildlife,

It was this affinity for her wards thal probably kept her
pobng in her jak.

It wasn't that she didn't like her job, she did. Indeed, you

could say she had inherited her love of the jungle from her
Father, also a forester, Bul being a Forest Cuard was not a

cake walk, The hours were long, uneertain. In summers,
fires raged and time had little meaning as they slopsed to
fight the flames that would snuff out the forest, and 15
animais, Such times, she never knew when she would
reach horme: most times when she did, her Hie daughter,
Aaroshi, had Fallen asleep wailing for her,

The work was gruelling, risky,

In the monsonns, vigilance was stepped up fo tackle the
Increased risked from poachers, Along with her fellowmen,
she waded through streams, trekked through long grasses
and dense foliage. She walked the forest, treading the same
path as Figers, bears, leopards, snakes and other wild
creatures,

Samelimes, she did mol know I she would reach Bome Lo
her little daughter.

Yeb walk she did, For she knew it was this intensive
menitoring and patrolling in the forest that kept its tigers
el wildlife sale,

Oy, oneday, she did not reach home

On 20" November 2021 Swath Dhumane was killed by a
tigress she had sworn Lo save.

By all accounts, she was a committed worker, “wha never
shirked any task asked of her, and did everything with
utmost sincerity” She was always up for any challenge-be
It handiing mobs i human-tiger conflicl situations or
fighting fres.

Swati Taid her fife on the line of duly, paid the ultimate
sacrifice- a5 do so mary forest rangers, guards and other
forest labour across the country. Pitted against
encroachers, wood smugglers, mining mafla, forest fires
the life and the working conditions of forest siaff are
difficult and dangerous, India Is considered the deadliest
country globally For foresters with 162 killed between 2012
and 2017

Most die unsung, thelr martyrdom rarely recognised. The
best tribute we can pay Swall Dhurmane 15 that her death
naot e bnovain. India must stand by her forest stall, improve
their working condifions and honour their sacrifices to
protect the forests onwhich we are dependent.

Prerna Singh Bindra
Wildlife Comservationist and PhD Candidate,
LUimdversity of Cambridgs



Trapped in Camera Notice Board
Bird Week at TATR

TATR celebrated MNational Bird Week from 5% to 127

Movember and conducbed sn extensive survey on Dhe avian
hioc=diversity of TATR. Nature Buides and NOOs
participated spontaneously along with the Forest staff and
officials, The systematic survey was undertakenusing GP5
technoiogy and specially designed survey forms, The
partkclpants recorded different species of birds along with
their GPS eoordinales rh#!,.' aleo notad the informalion on
hahitat types. The results of this survey are expected soon,

The Forest Department installs camera traps across
TATRE Lo monitor the movement of tigers and olher wild
animals, These camera fraps capture many interesting
pictures. A sloth bear scratching its back against the tree
hark captured on one such camera traj.

Ol a6 Fhie nnsk o le activitios al Tadoha iz K

A i

course and eniny hrilll Coime to Moharli to

r just te have o fun kivak hoat ride, Thare are 1% ke

¥, W woruh are branect ko ImaTage Lheis acLivily will we

care of your safety while youen]joy kayvaking

Location; junona & Caondmohali - Belara bulffer pates
ol 7 Bs, A0 for taa persons inane Hoal | Eicke Diratiomn: Cine ko
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- CONSERVATION via*
TOURISM

“Out of Clutter find Simplicity. From Discord, find Hormaony: in the middie of Difficuity, there Mes on Opportunity!™
- Albert Einstain

rue to the above quote Tadoba has really come too far from whal it was 20 vears back. Once a neglected reserve, it

has emerged as one of the best tiger reserves in India. Being a member of the tourism industTy, | strongly befieve

that wildhfe tourtsm and Forest conservation are two sides of the same coin, A concept, an inltkative or an incikdent
can change the dynamics of their relationship, With respect to TATR, one Hgress, T-12 popularty knownas Maya proved to
be a game changer, With her tourist- friendly sightinpga. she positioned herselfas the showstopper.

| have witinessed how Mava achieved the status of the Queen of Tadobs and how she attracted the lakhs of bourists. Wheo
can forget her fierce Fight with her siblings for territory after untimely death of her mother? And her first kill of wild boar!
She was hardly a sub-adull then. I ook more Thian Do bours for ber loexBaust thol Dore and kil him Gnally] Her fierce and
consistent persuasive attitude won hearts of wildiife lovers. After bsing her litter to the wid dogs, she vengefully
Followed the pack of wild dogs and eliminated all the pack members one by ong, Her mating with stronger tigers and
protecting her culbs from ather tigers by manipulating the stronger male is agam a story in itself, One of the most revered
stories of Maya is when she hunted a deer who had given an alarm call ko entire herd about her presence. Loaving all other
mearhy deer in the herd, she bunted thal specific deer considerakly Gar from ber! The tourists watching thls drama were
surprised and shocked! For more than a decade, Mava has done many such wonders.

Mava was born in 2010, Tadeba had only three resorts then and 100 odd locals were earning theie lvelibood from tourism,
tn 2021, more than 40 resorts are thriving along many gates of TATR and more than 2,000 Tamilies are supported directly
of indirectly by tourism related activities, The number of tigers also increased from 19 in 2010 to 106 as per the 2018
census. The Reserve's area also increased from 625 to 1700 sq km. Thanks to the consistent efforts by dedicated forest
officials and their visionary leadership, both tigers and tourism Aourished simultaneously.

Flourishing tourism, in twurn, contributed in conservation efforts by supporting forest department’s various initiatives.
The Reserve protects it fora and fauna and the tourism drives the economics around TATR, Golng forward, conservation
vin responsible tourism will continue to be our mottao,




o CODItiNUEd from page 3

A Spiritual Experience

Cr:What was the most memaorable experience Tadoba offered you?

A Those days flephant safari was on at | 2doba. Unce bwondered through the rorest consecutively three days, loking for
the tiger, But could not sight one. Onithe third day evening, waiting on the banks of Tadoba Lake, | was Teeling low, [ had los!
hope, Suddenly a tiger Family emerged at the lake! After drinking water, the cubs started plaving, [ can't tell vou how happy
Fwash it was a treat! And when D had an eye contact with the tigress, Loould feel the affection, aura and energy within her! |
can never foreet that expertence which made me speschless,

O Doesn't this happen with many tourists? They come here only to see tigers and get disappointed if they don't sight
Y.

Az Yes | have seen it Over the years, | have realized that looking for a tiger is as exciting as actually sighting one, Nobody
can guarantes the sighting, But that's the fun. Tracking the big cat, looking for the signs of his existence, following the
alarm calls st it thrilling! And finally when vou get toses him, what will vou compare Lhat happiness with? Look into his
eyes Sep his elegance, Feel his aura. | think everyone should experience this pame of hope and despair. You won't get this
r:-upf'r"ienﬁt" I '.r.ﬂtrl'lingﬁ 1i£|f"| al Fines,

Rafig Mulla

Sennr jparnalist. Mumbal

Subscrihe

If vou liked this issue of Tadoba Diaries, you
u At u can subscribe it for a year
- Annual Subscription Fees — Rs.200/- Only
DlIob|LY Please follow these simple steps Lo subscribe

1 Transfer Bs 2000 to folb L
Executive Director, Tedoka-Ang liger Reserve - nor Whial's App us
Consaryvation Foumdation, O handragar on B0H46
SELAfe Mo SRS :r.;:;:' | .'.-11:|'r|'|
Branch Code: 1941

IFSC: SEINOODEE - ; ; galie
Branch: Shastrimagar, Chamdrapur it T

s Yowur Tadoba Diaries copy will he delivered bo o by post every
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SWAGATAMI We not only alert ather animals on tiger movemaent, but also
keep watch on our heloved forest. Always looking forward 1o welcome you at TATR

““NO PLASTIC PLEASE

ngle use plastic (SUP) also called as disposable plastic is usually used for packaging and include ifems intended to
he used only once before 0is thrown away, Grocery bags. food packaging, water hotties, straws. containers, cups
and cutlery are made of SUPs. Such tems thrown irresponsibly cause a big menace and pose a serious threat to
enviromment and wildlife. According boan estimale based on a survey, every year approximalely 52 tons of plastic waste
is penerated only through consumplion of 1393 lacs of packaged waler botlles in entire region of TATE including the
resorts and hotels sifuated therein. Hence TATR management has taken an impartant step b make the Reserve plastic-
free,
TATE management has banned 5LPs inside the Reserve and appealed to all tourksts, resort owners and local residents to
stopusing the SLIPs. The Act has a provision for penalty of 75000 bo 25,0040 For littering the 5S1UP=in public places near
the Reserve. Packaged plastic water bottles are banned. The tourists are expected to use steel, glass or good quality
plastic botlles Tor drinking waler and stop careving mealks and snack in plastic nside the Reserve. The rescerls in the
wicinity Loo have supported this initiative.
The ban is being strictly implemented from the beginning of the tourism season e Oct 1 Automatic waler vending
machines have been installed al Moharll and Kolara gates. Water coolers are emg installed al the gates which do not have
this facility, Packaged glass water bottles also are made available by ZEWA, The water is sourced from Tadoba forest and
zerowaste Filiration technology is used to keep all the essential minerals intact whichare present in the natural water.
S0 nexd time you visit TATHE. please do not carmy SLIPs inany Torm and be a part of the effort to protect environment and
wildlife From plastic menace.
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TADOBA JUNGLE CAMP

COME UNWIND & ENJOY NATURE

A World of
ADVENTURE, LUXURY & EXCITEMENT

Camp : Tadoba Jungle Camp, Near Moharli Gate, Tadoba Mational Park, India.
Ph. : +91 9999742000, Email : freedomi@tadobajunglecamp.com | Web : www.tadobajunglecamp.com




