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A New Season
Begins....

GREEN DESK

Dear Reader,

fter a weltter than normal rainy sepson, the closed zones of the park will

he opened for tourism from 1st October. The rains have taken its toll on

heroads of the park whichis going Lo make yvour [riprather bumpy cna

few strotches. The TATR Management will make all efforts to restore the roads

that were, and in some cases, are still immdated. The higher rainfall is reflected
i the overfowing water bodies and the streams that are s Tull Mow,

Monsoons is also a season of renewal and Tegeneration. One thing we are
especially happy to share with our guests is that we are witnessing good
regeneration of bamboo in areas thal have seen large-scale Mowering and death
ofbamboo after Nowering. We hope thal the new numerous seedlings ef bamboo
are astablished in due course of time and restore the habitat to its full glory.

This has also been a period of reflection. of looking ack and evaluating (he
managemenl practces of the park, especially in the TasL 4 years. A quadrennial
evaluation exercise for the effectiveness of managementof tiger reseryes in the
oountry was recently conducted for Tadoba Andhard Tiger reserve during 18-20
September 2022 by a team of experts nominated by the National Tiger
Comservation Authority. Four roumds of the exercise have been compleled since
2006, The Management Effective Evaluation or MEE exercise as it is called has
attained a greal deal of credibility both within the government and non-
government agencies. due to Its objective criterfa and evidence-based rabust
methodology,

The methodology not only highlights the strengths and weaknesses of the
management but also ldentifies key issues and actiohable points which is then
expuedited at every level of the government structure for achieving the
objectives of the tiger reserve management in a holistic manner. The evaluation
team appreciated the new initlatives of the park management in terms of
relocation of villages to create inviolate areas, restoration of degraded areas,
development of grasslands and efforts made for scientific wildlite monitoring,
The tinigue eco-tourism model based on partnership with communilies
practised in the buffer also comes in for praize from the evaluators.

iﬁtﬂie same time, it was pointed out that we need to move towards improving
interpretation facilities, taking measures Tor climate adaptability, and
eonducting an economic analysis of ecosystem services and the carbon
sequestration potential of the forest We would like to share that we are on
course to take stromg and efTectve measures to work in the highlighted areas
and improve Tadoba Tiger Reserve Management to global standards of effective
leng-term conservation of typical bio-diversity of the area.

Dr. Jitendra Ramgaokar
Field Director, TATR
and Executive Director, TATR Conservation Foumdation
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vieves and apinions expressed in the articles are those of the suthors and do not necessanty reflect the official policy or position of the publisher, Reproduction of amy
cantentis nol allowed withoul a writlen permiszion of the pubilisher
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MAHARASHTRA LEADS THE NATION

in providing support to victims of man animal conflict

[ is a well-known fact that the commiunities living in and

around our national parks and sanctuaries bear the

brunt of the abundance of wildiile, They sulfer lossoes
to their standing crops which is often their main source of
livelihood. Livestock depredation by tigers and leopards
affects their supplementary source of income. Sometimes,
in unfortunate and tragic incidences community members
become victims of allack by wildlife and lose (helir precious
life. The Covernment of Maharashtra has a well-
established process to compensate the Toss to property.
While loss af life cannot be compensated, the Maharashtra
government provides for the prompt provision of ex-gratia
lo the Families of victims or those injured by wildlife
alttacks, The swifiness and guanlum of this assislance
helps in building goodwill for the wildlife and the wildlife
management authorities, In 2 major decision by the state
cabinet, under the leadership of Hon Shri, Sudhir
Mungantiwar, Mimister, Torests, Cultural Affairs and
Fisheries, Government of Maharashtra, the guantum of
assistance has been increased Lo he highesl m Lthe
coumtry. Now these rates stand as follows:

A, In caze of death of a parson in wildlife attack:
=20,00,000/-

B. Incasesof permanent disalylity: = 5,00,000/-
C. Incaseof serious injury; #1,25,000/-
D, Mimorinjury: ®20,000/-

In addition to this, the rates for compensation for loss of
livestock has also been increased up to 75% of the market
price or £70,000/-

Protecting The Proteclors

Forest officers especially frontline workers are
responsible for patralling the wilderness and protect the
forests and wildlife in all seasons from various natural and
man-made threats. Sometimes, they even lay down their
life for the cause of conservation of our natural heritage. In
recognition of the diMoulties and challenges of working in
forests, the Government of Maharashitra, has declared
that they shall be treated on par with the other farces such
as police who protect the country from security threats.
The stale government recenlly announced thal the family
of the forest staff who lay down their life/gel killed 1n the
Tine of duty shall be paid ex-gratta of = 25 lakhs and their
ldn shall be provided employment on compassionate
grounds on priority, In case, there iz no heir to be provided
employment, his/her family shall be paid the salary of the
staff 4l retirement assuming him/her to be in service, In
case any Toresl stafl gets injured and becomes
permanently disabled, he shall be paid ex-gratia of up to
®3.60,000/- and all the expenses of the treatment shall be
borne by the government,

- Hom. Shri, Sudhir Mungantiwar
Mfinister, Fovests, Cultural Affairs and Fisheries
Government of Maharashira




TADOBA BEYOND TIGERS

Ghost of Forest

As Bum sets in the sioy; he slips into the deep forest,
Dags howl and monkeys ctmb the thin branch;
Trees shade few leaves; as he perches high,

Spotty the legpard deifts off; while dreaming about the safe land,

ave you ever =een a leopard in its natural empire?
H The leopard is one of the most beautiful, efficient,
and clever predators. Lndoubtedly, it is the most
tmmaculate of all cals, a powerTul, Intelligend, daring animal
with great adaptability to its surroumdings, A sizable
population of leopards in Sanjay Gandhi National Park,
whichis in the middle of densely populated Mumbai city, is
thebesl example of how adaptive leopards are,

The leopards are light-coloured with distinctive dark spots.
While taking a closer look at those spots, one will notics that
they are not actually spots, but clusters of black, yellow, and
tam markings called Tosettes’- resembling the shape of a
rose. These patierns are unigue to each leopard, Tike a
Tnmian fingerprink. This pattern combined with the vellow,
brown, and tan colours helps the leopard blend imto the
surrounding habitat, making it the perfect coat to stalk prey
without getting detected.

Then there is the melanistic leopard as called by scientisls
and researchers, sometimes referred to as a black panther
by the general public. (ts skin may look Tike a soothing coat
that twinkles in the sunrays, but if you look closely in clear
light, the typical leopard rosette patterns can be seen.

I remember sighting a female leopard behind the tree. As
soon she was assured about her safely with our non-
disturbing behaviour, she came oul of the bushes, sat on the
toad, cleaned her paw, and calmly laid her tafl on the road.
Then she stretched herlegs and laid down on the ground not
very far from us! | couldn’t believe that this was happening
in Tadoba, where sightings of leopards are not as common
astigers.

- Prajakta Hushangabadkar
wildlife Biologist, TATR

Bitter Cure

uring childhood, a question that troubled me was,

how did the dhobi not confuse our clothes with

other people's? This was the first time [ heard of
the Marking Nut tree. also called the Thobi MNut tree. In
Maharashira, it is mown as the Bibba tree, The locals
usually avoid this tree as the grey bark exudes an jrritant
secretion onincizing which causes a severerash.

The liguid that ocozes out from the Bibba seed does not
dissolve in waler and hence has been used by dhobis, lo
mark clothes, One caution however is that before applying
itynust be mixed with lime water as a fixator,

Inits botanical name, Semecorpus anacardium, the Creek
word anacardium means the black nul located outside the
reddish-orange fruil. If you have seen a cashew fruit, you
will recall the unigue arrangement of the seed. Like
cashew, Bibba fruit too is edible. The black nut housing the
edible seed produces a severe allergic reaction if eaten or
evenifits juice comes in contact with our skin,

The fruit itself has been highly valued in Ayurveda, being
effective in a wide range of medical problems Tike skin
diseases, piles, leukoderma, cough, asthma, elc. However,
it can be used only after extensive purification to control
its inbuilt irritant property. In Ayurveda, there is a concept
of Vishopayogiva, which prescribez the use of Visha
dravva (poisonous substance) like that in Bibba, in the
reatment of ailments, where all other drugs have failed.
Stromg chemicalslike varnish too are extracted from Bibba.

- Anirudh Chaoji

Senior Maturalist



A NIGHT AT LOG HUT

Lis always a pleasure Lo explore Tadoba during day time, bul as

soon as the lighl fades, the winkling stars have something

unknown and thrilling to show us, The forest speaks much |
more al mighl than in sunup, | experienced it when my elder
daughter Asthaand L decided to do a*l og Hut Stay’ on 7" june 2022,

My wife Heena and my younger daughler Swara were on their
evening salartin Junona gate whereas Astha and L were al the Log
Hut. All four of us met at the log hut stay point at 6 pm. My wife rmr’l
ime that there were alarm calls of barking deer near a a waterhole. |
They could gel a glimpse of a leopardess and her two Uy cubs
However, they had Lo leave as their safari tme came to an end. | had an intuition thal the feopard Tamily would come to
quench its thirst. All wehad to do was to sit and wait for the moment
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Al around 7.30 pm, a barking deer relled and disappeared into the bushes on Lhe opposite side and a female leopard came Lo
the waterhole. Gradually her two cubs joined her. The family swirled water and we minutely observed the art of how they
consumed water. The leopardess used its tongue to pull a column of water and then grabbed it and made a slurping noise.
We enjoyed observing them for bwenly minutes! Thal night we heard multiple vocahzations of leopards Including meowing,
grumting, and hissing. After more than 100+ safarisin TATR in the last eight years, this was the most memoralble moment,
which | enjoyed the most!

Lwould highhy recormmend the log hut stay at TATR. It s situated at aprime location inside the forest One can clearly see a
waterhaole from the hut and there is no other water source in that area in a radius of two sg. km. By installing solar water
pumps, TATR management has ensured that the waterhole never goes dry even during peak summers. If you are fortunate
enough, you can witness the rave beauty of fungles, and nocturnal animals from your log hut.
- Bimal Doshi,
Tourist. Ahnedabad
TR

RAREST OF THE RARE

had the best sighting of iife this une, just before the core forest

closed for tourists during the monsoon. L had six guests with me

for the morning safari. They had enjoyed Liger sightings in all
previous four safars and were looking forward to making the hest out
of thiz fifth safari, During the safari, we got to know that the Queen of
Pandhapauni T- 12, popularly known as Maya was sittingin the water
so we turmed our vehicle Loward Pandharpaund. On the way, one of nyy guests noticed some rnwemenunside the ‘hu shes.
He told me, "Madam, | think something is walking there.” | asked the dri‘vartu reverse the vehicle and checked what itwas, |
almost shouted wﬁﬂ'rrjny. “It's a Pangolinl” It was seratching the sofl with Its nall looking for insects. Though it was far a way,
we could see it through the bushes. | explained to my guests how rare it was and they were extremely happy 1o sight it,
thuug’rl they couldnot Betpictures.

Now the big question was- should we go for the confirmed sighling of Maya or take aremole chance for lhe PangolinT L told
my guests that it could be their luckiest day if they getto click the Pangalinin broad daylight. Thanifully they agreed towait.
Mﬂhﬂ»ﬂﬂ‘lmeh‘rnlﬁ went towards Pandhapauni. We kept oniréversing our vehicle as Pangolin maved on, hoping it would
: : -'#f'lhe bushes, An hour passed by, Another hour too did not bring us any huek, Finally, after watting for two and half
Pangotin obliged us! It came out on ﬂlerﬂaﬂ Atwas only five feet away fromn us! My guests were so excited and
tafter a while they stopped taking phntﬂgl"apfﬁand simply observed the rare beauty. | was on cloud nine! This

s fArst tme Lsawa Pangolin during the day, that Loo so closely and foralmost tenminutes!

Im’uut thark my guests for keeping faith in me and agreeing to wait patiently for such a long time. On our way hack, | told
them aboul Tadoba Diaries, helped them buy a copy, and suggested sharing a photograph with the Editorial Board, They did
it and our Pangolin starred on the cover page of the August issuel

- Shahanaz Baig
Cuide, Moharl Gate




SPECIAL

ndia’s first inter-state tiger relocation project, which

took place in Satkosia Tiger Reserve in Orissa, ran into

trouble within weeks ef initiation. The relocation of the
tigers from Kanha & Bandhavgarh was followed by severe
prolests and violence from the villagers Tiving in the bulTer
area of Satkosia Tiger Reserve. Foresl depariment officials
were attacked and their offices were burnt down as the
villagers feared the big cals would endanger their
livelihoods, Tives, and livestock. Within months of the
translocation, Mahavir (the tigress from Kanha in her
prime age) was found dead. A field inspection report by the
NTCA stated that Mahavir’s death was due to poisoning.
Sopon. Sundari (the second tigress from Bandhavgarh)
allegedly attacked a villager and the administration failed
Lo negotiate with the agitated people. The ligress was
captured & brought back to Madhya Pradesh.
Subsequently, this project was suspended by NTCA.

According to my understanding of the ground realities, the
major reason which contributed to the faflure of the
mroject was the lack of communication and brust-buflding
between the forest department and the villagers before the
relocation. These are the people whao are expected to live
with the tigers in their hackyard. Without their consent, it
Is frmmature to launch and almost impossible to enforce
tiger conservationina country like India.

Parma, on the other hand, is now world-renowned for the
successful reintroduction of tigers. As a parl of the
reintroduction plan, the Madhya Pradesh Torest
Department had actively engaged with the local
communities and negotiated with the Pardhi community
members (erstwhile hunters) Lo refrain from any poaching
activities, and to support the Forest Deparitment in its
endeavour which would be beneficial for the people of

SN ﬁb_
ROLE OF

COMMUNITIES

IN
CONSERVATION

Panna too. This implementation of this project had a key
synergiser that was key to its success - the slogan “jan
Samarthan se Bagh Samralcshan™ which meant ‘protecting
the Tigers with the support of the people.” The ingenuity of
lhe then Field Director, Shri. Rangaiah Srinivas Murthy,
invoked the support of the local people as they joined
hands with the Forest Department to make the
reintroduction a successful mission. Today, with 75+ tigers
in Panma, not only have the forests been prolected, but
locals have also benefited from the vast number of jobs
created due to tourism and other associated industries,

There are many such examples across our country that
showcase the rvole of communities as important
stakeholders in conservation. They are the ones who bear
the brunt of sharing space with the tiger either through the
loss of aloved one or crop-raiding by herbivores or losing
their cattle to a tiger or a leopard as they continue living in
the buffer areas of a Tiger reserve. Depending on the level
of engagement of local commumities in the process of
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wildlife conservation, they can either be termed as
prolectors of a Torest or a Lhreal. Thus, engaging
communities in conservalion is not an opltion and should
be treated as the first step toward any management plan
for ahabitat or a species,

Last Wilderness Foundation has joined hands with Madhya
Pradesh Forest Department to work with local
communities Lo promole human-wildlife co-existence
around the Tiger Reserves. Initiatives Tike Walk with the
Pardhis in Panna, Baiga |ewellery in Kanha, Tribal dance &
Yillage tourism in Bandhavgarh have been carvefully
curated not only as an Experiential Tourism Activity for
Lourisls Lo interacl and Tlisten to stories Trom the
indigenous people but also to channelize the braditional
knowledge & skills of the locals to provide sustainable

altermate lvelihoods. Some communities are deprived of

basic facilitles of quality education and medical health.
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Providing these facilities to the local people will not only
improve their fiving conditions bul will also keep them
away from the forests as they can now look for jobs and run
small businesses.

Druring my recent trip to Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve in
Maharashtra, | visited quite a few villages that were already
engaged in sustainahle Hvelihoods options such as hamboo
handicralls, nalure guides, home-slays, agarballi making
(mcense sticks), etc. If each of us could take up atleast one
local activity during every trip, it would contribute to the
local econoimy and n turn, would help in protecting the
forests, So the next time you are in a Tiger Reserve, ask
your lour operalor or guide for a local activity that allows
you to meet the indigenous people of thal landscape and
listen to some interesting experiences fram them,

- Vidya Venkalesh

Direéctor, Last Wilderness Foundation
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TRAPPED IN CAMERA

¥

King on a Stroll! You may not believe it, but this beautiful timage is captured by a camera trap installed in TATR. Sometimes
all the elements in nature conspire to create a beautiful image Tike the one above, in which a tiger is seen enjoying his walk
on a misky morming.

Contribute to "Tadoba Diaries' | -

Are you a forest department staff. tourist, gpuide, driver. working with a tesort. managing a home stay or a
community member from TATR vicinity? Do you want to join our effort to spread awareness on forest and wildlife
comservation through "Tadoba Diaries Please share your interesting photographs (mol less than 4 ME) ang
experiences (nol more than 250 words) on ladobadiaries2021@gmatlcom. Your pholograph/experience 1}5[1‘”&

related to TATR only. The hest content willbe published with due credit

EXPLORE

&€y
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GROUP TOURS DIARTES
TADOBA |/ PENCH | KANHA

*December 2022 If you liked this issue of Tadoba Diaries. you
16th to 19th can subscribe i1 for a year.

*January 2023 Annual Subscription Fees — Rs.200/- Only

14th to 17th / 27th to soth :
Please follow these simmle steps to subscribe
*February 2023 o .
1oth to 13th / 24th to 27th

Transfer Rs.200/- 10 fallowing acoount.
Executive Director, Tadeba-Andhar! Tiger Reseryve

OUR EXPERTISE INCLUSIONS Conseryation Foundation, Uhandrapur

Mwitple sptons of Acoommemedat on Ex Nagpur Trensportation SHI A/e No- 304733456

Beat sofari Mamagewant ai per the By AC Vehicle Bramch f.‘ndn:_igéli

current sightings & Hafuris in Prime Tones IT‘SE SRINGODIS]

Best team of experts om field 3 Night Accommodation i Branch: Shaztrinagasr, Chiandiapur

Katwralist am safar Decen! Properties . .
E=mall us the scres shot of the pavmant confismation or
m’lﬂl‘h’ wildiife Tawey all mwer Pesm Team of Experts on i Uw No.on mhmm@mgﬂcm ar What's App us
india " o ot BOIDAE4632 along with the fallowing miermation.
i . Mame | Mobile Mol | Whal's App No. [ #-mail [
Address - Mouse No/MName, Bullding Mo /Tame. Streer, Area.
Wlage/City, Tehsfl, District Stave, Pin Code,
¥ou can also nay thi subecmiption fees at @ny of tha cafari gates
ELTATR
Your Tadoha Diaries comy will be deliversd to you by post svery
ot
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1 [ SUGHSMEE SOMAWME

fter clearing the exain and completing the training

in 2016-17, my first posting as Forest Guard was in

he Tadoba range of TATR. A young girl who had

absolutely no commection with the forest was to now work

in a tiger reservel [ was so afraid that | cried on day one of

my duty. Gradually, | gotused to life in the forest. nfact, |

was in love with the forest, the wildlife, and especially the

tiger. While on duty. | have come face to face with a tiger

many tmes, However, [wo occasions were 5o scary thal |
will never forget those encounters.

It was in the summer of 2019 and | was assigned the task of
tourism control. A male tiger T-126, popularly known as
Chhota Matka was sitting in a lake. Tourisl vehicles were
lined up on the road and tourists were enjoying the
sighling. As a parl of my duby, [ was checking the lourist
vehicles, camera fees receipts, etc. Suddenly, Matka got up
from the water and started walking toward me, Before he
could reach mie, | guickly got into the gypsy | was checking.
The tiger came and stood exactly at the spot where | was
standing. From hardly one and a half to two feet distance
he was staring at me. That was the first time Lhad an eye to
eye contact with a tiger! My heart froze! He could have
clawed at me without even moving from his place. The
gypsy driver showed a presence of mind and moved the
vehicle forward. The Liger followed us. Now he was at the
back of the vehicle. He looked for me under the vehicle.
When he could not find me, he went back and sat in the
water, | was 30 shocked that | had no courage to zet out of

the gypsy. The same tourist gypsy took me to wry vehicle.
That day when | got back home, | did not talk to anyone. |
hadmy dinmer silently and went tobed.

Incidentally, my second memorable encounter happened
with the same liger. L'was ravelling through the jungle on a
scooter. My assistant was driving the scooter. We did not
notice that Chhota Matka was sitting at the side of the road,
stunned by our unexpected arrival, he got up and started
ruming toward ws. My assistant panicked and he put an
urgent break. The scooter slipped and both of us fell down!
It 5 likely thal this chain of sudden movements confused
the tiger. He stopped and retreated a bit. We took the
opportunity, picked up the scooter, and started it
However, as soon as he heard the sound of the scooter,
Matka again started walking toward us. We left the scooter
and climbed up a nearby Machan. The tiger stood there for
some ime walching us and then went inlo the bushes. We
got down from the Machan only after ensuring that Matka
had gone far enough.

Though both the above-mentioned incidents were scary,
they introduced me to the 'gentle man' in the tiger. He did
not atlack me though it was easily possible Tor him both
times. Because of his gentle gesture, wiy love and respect
for tigers increased during my posting at Tadoba,

- Sheetal Kudmethe
TForest Guard. Pombhurna, Central Chanda

BIRDING MACHANS

ou must have seen a variety of birds during your safarizs m TATR.
However, you might have mizssed the opportumity to observe them while
Tooking for the big cats: No need to gel disappointed! We have made a
special provision for bird lovers to watch these feathered friends with leisure. Get

your binoculars and camera, gel on Lo the camouflaged mac

at with your bird-

watching partner and enjey the variety and beauty of Tadoba's hird life.

| ocation: Moharli and Sitarampeth
Fees: Rs. 1,500 inchuding guide fees for two guests per machan
Booking : Activity Manager- 9750853324




NOTICE BOARD

WILDLIFE AMBASSADORS' M

ombay Natural History Society (BNHS) organized

the Wildlife Ambassadors' meet in Tadoba-Andhari

Tiger Reserve on the 16" and 17" of Seplember
2022, A total of 50 ambassadors and 25 teachers from 25
schools participated in the meeting. This initative was
supported by Axis Bank Foundation, Born Free
Foundation- UK, and Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve,
BNHS conducts nature canservation education programs
in 50 schools in the Chandrapur district. In 25 of these
schools, we have appointed 50 Wildlife Amhassadors- two
students per school- a boy and a girl. All these schools are
surrounded by the forest and most of the villagers are
dlependent on the forest resources Tor their suslenance,
The selected ambassadors will act as classroom manitors
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and will be involved in spreading the message of
conservation to the villages. For this, they need to learn
more about the subject through reading and speaking with
experts, They will then ghare this information with their
schoolmates, family meinbers, and the villagers,

Sanjay Karkare, Assistant Director, BWHS explained to the
students the concepl of (he ambassador, his or her duly,
and hizs work in the community. Sampada Karkare
presented a slide show on resource collection and man-
animal conflict in the Chandrapur district. A nature game
was conducted by Saurabh Dande and Amey Paranjape.
The camps were arranged with support from Jagdish
Dharne, Charan Shende, and Mahesh Moharle of BNHS.

Leopard @ Cheetah

Did you know ?

The Asiatic Cheetah (Acinonyx jubotus venoticus), also known as [ranian Cheetah
is a eritically endangered Cheetah subspeies surviving today only in tram.
India was once home to Asiatic Cheetahs, but was declare extinet in India in 1952,

¥ | eopards are stocky and strong with much higger muscles

around the shoulder and neck

» Tail much more tubular in shape.
¥ Have roselle-shaped spols.
» Tear marks absent n leopard's face.

»

Bigger fronl feel than back feel due to their large head and
neck, necessary for lifting carcasses.

» Have retractable claws because leopards use their claws only

when necessary, such as while climbing trees. jumping on the
prey or fighting,

¥ Humls at speed of 60 km/hr. They need densely coverad forests

for using their camouflage rather than sheor speed.

¥ More active during the night than day,

¥ Cheetah is taller at the shoulder than a leopard & has
a slender body,

»* Tail is much more flat in shape,

» Have =olid round or aval spols.

» Have black "tear marks’ thal streak from the inner cormer of
their eyes down to their cheeks.

¥ Bigger back feel to allow massive acceleralion Tor hunting.

» Have semi-retractable claws because Cheetah require rapid
acceleration and they turm at high speeds.

» Hunts at speed of 114 km/hr. They need fairly open space tike
grasslands or savarmah to get to that speed safely.

* More active during the day than might,




CELEBRITY GUEST

e

ricket legend Sachin Tendulkar is a wildlife enthusiast and a hard-core Tadoba lover. He is a regular visitor to
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR). He has done mulliple jungle safaris in Tadoba wilh his lamily members and
close friends. Sachin has always enjoyed safaris and expressed his feelings about his experience on social media.

Om the occasion of Global Tiger Day this year Sachin posted a video of his tiger sightings in TATR on his Twitter handle. His
Twit read- “Watching a tiger in its natural habitat is an experience like no other. | have heen to Tadoba-Andhari Tiger
Reserve many times to get a glimpse of these majestic cats, Reminded of these surreal jungle safaris on International Tiger
Day.”

Sachin has sighted the tiger many limes. However, one sighting isvery close to his hearl. In February 2020, he shared his
most exciting experience in Tadoba, “It was an Incredible experience. In the morming we spotied a tigress and four cubs.
They were playing in front of us for 45 minutes! What a majestic sight that was! These experiences are special ones. [t's
only possible because of the entire staff, a numhber of mdividuals who have put m alot of hard work, [t's a reflection of their
commitment which makes our experiences special. L am delighted to be here and want to come back for sure, This morming
L savwy a tigress and four cubs playing. The nexl thing thal | am looking forward Lo is Lhe Liger’s roar, 5o Lwill keep coming
here”

Om each of hisvisits to Tadoba, Sachin never forgets to appreciate the conservation efforts of the forest department and
the communities, He has publically said, “Thank you so much to all the people involved, all the individuals, especially to the
people who put in efforts to make my trip memorable.” He is also a very responsible tourist who follows all the rules of
wildlife safari, mcluding wearing dull colours during the safari.

Those who have accompanied Sachin on safaris fondly remember him as a very enthusiastic wildlifie lover. While on the
safari, sometimes he stands up in the vehicle and enjoys every moment in the jungle. He is very alert and dodges the
bamboo on the roadside trying to touch his head just as he used to doge the bouncers. When there is an exciting sighting,
his eyes twinkle, and his happiness reflects on his face inno time.

Sachin's sensitivities toward wildlife are not limited Lo tigers. He has visited many other wildlife sanctuaries like Umred
Karhandla and has inderlined the importance of our rich bio-diversity in one of his interviews, “We should consider
ourselves very lucky. We are the only coumiry in the world where tiger and lion both exist along with clouded and snow
leopard, We have it all. We should try and make the most of it because nowhere in the world dowe get it

- Anant Sonawane
Commumications Offioer, TATH
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