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- Celebration of

A Success Story

Drear Reader,

L gives me greal pleasure to connect with you as we

celebrated TATR's 28th Foundation Day on the 23rd of

February. ILis amatler of pride that Tadoba-Andhari Tiger
Reserve is amongst the most successful reserves in the
country that has increased its liger population and
community development simultaneously, Today itis befitting
that we lock back on Tadoba's history, celebrate our success,
learn from our Failures, and plan the way forward.

Established in 1955, Tacdoba National Park is one of the oldest
nalional parks in the coumtry. Al the time it was only 116.55
Jem®, over the years it has not only gained in the area but also
in ecological importance, due to its conmectivity with other
protected areas of the central Indian landscape, the
stronghold of Ogers n India, and globally. The Tadoba-
Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR) became partl of the Project
Tiger network in 1995 when the
Government of Maharashtra
riotified an area of 62582 lm’
comprising Tadoba National Park
and Andhari sanctuary, making it
the =zecond tiger reserve to be
notified in Lhe state of
Maharashlra,

Since then Tadoba has taken
major steps in line with the
objectives of Project Tiger, to
make it one of the most secure
havens for tigers in india. The
core area of the reserve is well on the way Lo Decoming
imyalate and free from anthropogenic pressures, with the
lastvillage in the process of shifting cut. Simultanecusly, we
have been conscious of the emphasis on co-axistence in the
buffer area which has around 100 wvillages, The park
management and the Government of Maharashtra have
earned the goodwill of the commumities living in the 1100 km”
huffer zone of the Tiger Reserve.

At Tadoba, we have been able to eamn the support of local
communities through painstalong work over the last two
decades Lo reduce Toreslt dependence of communilies by
providing them livelihood through non-extractive activities
such as responsible wildlife tourism.

The rTeserve's management has carried out vohmtary
relocation of all villages from the core area, and the extensive
habital restoration activities in the vacaled sites have
resulted in large diverse meadows with abundant prey
populations. Most importantly, the commumnity-driven
wildlife toumsm model in the buffer area which was started in
2015 ismow am econoimic lifeline for the villages located in the

buffer area. Starting from Agarzari village. Tadoba-Andhari
Tiger Reserve currently has 16 different buifer zones where
wildlife tourism provides direct livelihood to more than 1,000
families and indirect benefils to even more famifes and other
stakeholders.

The tiger population in the reserve has increased from less
than 40 to more than 100 in the last decade and is
contributing to the dispersal of several tigers to the adjoining
landscape and protected areas in Maharashtra, Telangana,
‘adhya Pradesh, and Chhallisgarh. The reserve is Loday
fulfilting its role as an importent source population of tigers
for the larger central Indian landscape and balancing the
source-sink dynamics, which is critical for the long-term
conservation of tigers as a species.

This success has also Ied lo an associated ncrease n
interaction with human
communities in the landscape,
leading to severe escalation of
cattle depredation and tragic
incidences of the accidental
kdlling of human beings. InTecent
years, the number of people killed
by wild tigers has increased to
such proportions, (hat current
efforts to mitigate the conflict are
found inadequate and unless
addreszed immediately, it can
erode the goodwill that the tgers
and park management enjoy.

Securing avd managing, the tiger populations, and containing
the conflict while retaining the supporti of the people willbe a
key challenge for reserve management. The forest
department will need to enhance its capacity to actively
monitor and manage the Uiger population in real-time,
capture and rehabilitate problem animals, translocate
healthy breeding animals to potential new areas, and create
employment and Vvelithood opportunities for a new
aspirational generation so that they do not depend only an
forest-based activities or subsistence agriculture for their
livelihood.

| will take this opportunity to express my gratitude to my
predecessors, frontline forest guards who have served the
Teserve with utmost commitment, to NGOs working in the
landscape, and (o the people of the landscape whose
resilience and goodwill have made Tadoba a success,

Dir. Jitendra Ramgaokar

Feld Dvrector, TATR
and Executive Directer, TATR Conservation Foundation
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following across the world is himself a big fan of
TATR. His wife Anjali is a wildiife lover. Although
they have visited TATR mulliple times in the past, their love
for wildlife pulled them to Tadoba once again recently,

Cﬁﬂm[ Legend Sachin Tendulkar who has a huge fan

During their stay here from 19th - 21st of February, the
couple enjoyed five safaris with Lhefr friends, Sachin was
really excited and delighted with the sightings. On the
Sunday morning safari, he could see Ugress T-7 Tara with
her two cubs and a sloth bear pair. During the evening
safari, the Queen of Tadoba T-12 Mavya appeared before the
King of Cricket with her cubl Another tigress Bijali also
showed up. Sachin was lucky to sight Blackie- the black
lecpard on the same safaril

On Monday, Sachin visited a protection hut at Nimdela. He
was veryimpressedwith the neatness and cleanliness in the
hut and wrote an appreciation note in the register. During
his safari at Alizanza, he sighted T-126 Chota Matka and a
leopard, On his way Lo safari, Sachin Look an unscheduled
halt at & government school and interacted with the
students. The students were nawe ol hishumbleness,

While tallking to the senlor forest offictals Sachin
appreciated the discipline being maintained in the lourist
7one, He was impressed with the o plastic policy’ of TATR,
He also wrote a special note and handed it over to the
afficials. The hand-written note says, “Managed to see the
‘Big Five’ here at Tadoba- what a thrilling experience it has

Peregrine Falcon

This winter migrant was sighted at Moharll gate in
February. Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) is usually
found flying alone arowmd lake area. [t flies fast and
pounces on i1ts prey with a great speed. Small birds, ducks
and other walerbirds are its primary prey. Female is bigger
insize thanmale,

&
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been! Excellently managed forest! We stopped at a small
Kuti and were pleasantly surprised by the spotlessty clean
toilets. Congratulations to the management. Everyone from
the Deputy Director fo the guards and staff at the Kutis are
duoing an amazing job. It all contributes to helping conserve
the forest and thus helping us directly by increasing
chances of tiger sightings, and indirectly by improving
rainfall, ete... Thank youlll”

Feathered
Guests
of

Tadoba

Grey-headed Lapwing

L was the first to register the sighting of this lapwing at

Kolsa lake m 2004, This winter migrant has grey head and

neck. Beak is pale yellow-orange, It has a dark grey patch

on its chest. One can see this lapwing near Kolsa, Pangdi,
Moharlilakes and [rai Dam.

= Rundan Katkar

Range Forest Officer, Kolsa, TATR




TADOBA BEYOND TIGERS

hen | joined Tadoba as a Wildlife Blologist, apart
from the tiger, leopard, and gaur, [ was curious to
see the Crocodiles (Crocodylus palustris). One
winter moming, | was at Tadoba lake looking for Crocodiles
when Rama Kaka, the forest labourer said, “They will come
out soon for basking in the sun near the hig Jamun tree™
Later | indeed saw a huge crocodile basking a few melers
away fromme!

Once upon a lime, Tadoba had a crocoedile breeding cenlre
on the hill road. Today the remains of the cages and water
tanks Lell the story of these giant monks. Tadoba has gol a
healthy population of Marsh Crocodiles or Muggers. The
most commeon of the three Lypes of crocodiles, Marsh
Crocodiles can be identified by their broad snouts, They
inhabil freshiwater rivers, lakes, and marshy swamps, They
lay eggsin burrows or holes on the banks of Tadoba lake, Irai
dam, and other perennial waler bodies. Being opportunislic
predators, they feed on a variety of available prey like fish,
other reptiles, and small mammals such as monkeys. Large
adult crocodiles sometimes prey onlarger mammals such as
deer.

At might they hunt on land. Muggers use the element of
surprise and well-thought strategies to hunt efficiently.
Marsh crocodiles have the ahility to remain still for a long
time and wait for the precise time to strilke. Their tough
keratin scales are known to be sensitive to even the slightest
maotionin the water and this helps them detect prey easily,

Muggers are facing threats due Lo habital destruction on
account of land conversion For agriculture and
development, fishing nets, egg predation, illegal poaching,
and conflicts with humans. Today, the species is tisted as
“yulnerable”on the [UCN Red List, They are protected under
Schedule-1 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, Their
population in Tadoba is monitored under the sirict
protection provided by the forest department.

- Prajakta Hushangabadkar
Wildlife Biologist, TATR
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IN BEAUTY

Tadnha has one spectacular form of plant that is
ahsolutely dangerous, Among the most beautiful
creations of nature mclude the seeds of Cunja, also
known as the Rosary pea (Abrus precatorius). lLis a slender,
perenmial climber with long, pinnate-leafleted leaves that
twines around trees, shrubs, and hedges. lthas a tendency
to become weedy and invasive where it has been

imtroduced.

The bright red seeds have always attracied the creative
human mind, Many Lribes like the African Zulus make
attractive bracelets and jewellery from these seeds to eamn
livelihoods. Those from Trinidad in West [ndies use these
bracelets to ward off the ‘Jumbi’i.e. evil spirits.

in India, for a very long time, the consistent weighl of these
seeds hasbeenused as a measure.

The seeds of Gunja are very consistent in welsght, even
under different moisture conditions due to the water-
impermeable seed coal. Hence they are used to weigh gold
in a unit called a Rath, where 8 Ratti =1 Masha; 12 Masha =1
Tola (1.6 grams).

However, its ingredient Abrin - has brought the seeds into
disrepute throughout the rural India. Abrin makes the seeds
terribly poisonous. Some f the native catlle skinners have
long been suspected Lo use Gunja powder rolled into a small
spike-Sui (needle) of Sutari (awls) to prick the skins of
animals. The animal would soon die without leaving amny
signs of injury. Thereby, gibing an unscrupulous person
wrongful incomae,

The seeds have been used in Siddha medicine for centuries
in South India. The white variety is used to prepare oil that is
said to be an aphrodisiac. A lyvpe of tea is made from leaves
and is used for fevers, coughs, and colds. As the seeds are
poisonous, they are only consumed after specific heat

treatment. :
- Anirudh Chaoji

Semior Maturalist



SAFARI

First Sighting of
Black Cubs

L was a beauliful winter morning last year, As usual, |

was on the safari ride with my guests whohad come all

the way from Hyderabad. Like most of the guests, they
were desperate Lo see a tger. LLold them that we can only
fry to track the tiger, but we can get to sea himy only if Tuck
favaur us, For the first one hour we had no great sighting.
Then | asked driver Lo take the vehicle to Ambebudi. Now
we were on the dam road. | was keeping an eye on hoth the
sides of the road to check if there was any movement of the
tiger. Al one poinl, our vehicle took a righl turn and Lhe
driver had to apply breaks unexpectedly! | looked ahead and
| was stunned! A tiger was standing right in front of our
wvehicle! Hardly tem feet away!
It was a blind turn. Hence the driver could nothave seen the
tiger sitting on the road. However, the tiger had sensed the
appraaching vehicle amd poften up. Il was a sub-adult cub
of the Hgress Aishwarya. He was so close that we could see
his big and sharp nailsl The tiger Tooked at us for a few
seconds and suddenly roared! His roar was so loud that mry
colleagues who were at the gate three to four kilometres
away, could hear itl My guests were very afraid. Lrequested
themnot tomake noise and to keep calm, The tiger stared al
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us for a few more seconds and went into the forest calmly.

My guests feltrelieved as soon asheleft

Wenamed that sub-adull bzer as Charger whois now ruling
its owm terTitory.

-Pradunya Kulsange
Guide, Sirkada Gate




28" Foundation Day of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve

Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve celebrated its 28" Foundation Day of TATR on 23" February 2023 in a grand ceremony at
Priyadarshini Indira Gandhi Auditorium, Chandrapur. It was indeed a celebration of the TATR's success in tiger conservation and the active
participation of local communities in the conservation process. Here are the highlights of the mega event.

Agpecial colloctor's adition of the official nawsletter of TATR- Tadoba Diaries was
published at the event. i is.a collection of all the articles and photographs published in
Tadoba Digries" 15 issues fill date. The screaming of a special documentary on Tadaba
was also organizad,

TR e |
The Eco Development Committess (EDEC) In five villages were felicitated for best performanca in forest conservation. Each
committee was handed over Rs. 25,000 cheque, and 3 memento, All 85 EDCs were given Rs.3.50 lakh for each. The fund iz a
part of the revenue generated by tourism [n TATR. The EDCs are expected to use this fund for the development of basic
facilities in their villages.

'f"l

NGOs and corporate companies support TATR in various areas like habitat management, capacily building for forest
personnel, employment for local communiiies, nature education & awareness campalgns, primary facilities in
villages and forest areas, health facifities for fores! personnel and villages, ete. Twenty such enfities wera felicitated
for their contribution to conservation.

Total 40 Primary Response Teams {PRTj are wurklng in and around TATR for ;{mntng and mﬁ‘ﬂmmng human-wilﬂlifn
conflicts. Five PRTs were honoured with the Best PRT Award which included Rs. 25,000 and a memento.

i : As a social responsibility, TATR helps the students in the villages around TATR to achieve excellence in acadsmics.
TATR has consistently invested in knowledge and skill up Emdahnﬂ of lts anu-guﬂ:lu. Some of these mu—guldu fmrﬂ Responsible bourlsm plays an lmportant rolu as a tool for the progess Total 35 students (class 10 and 12) who scored the highest marks, were appreciated with a gift of tablets and laptops.
expalled in their work. Five such best eco-guides were felicitated with a memento and a hinocular, of consarvation. The resorts and home stays Fave positively comtributsd Also, 26 students were gifted with a bicycle as they have fo iravel six to eight kilometers dally to reach schoal.
{o this process, Two homa stays run by local people and & reaort wers
wwarded for their epvironmant-friendly facifities and services,



The forest of TATR is currently resounding with the soft chirping calls of litte fur balls rumming behind their mothers. More
than half a dozen tigresses in the tourism zone are seen with their cubs. What more can awildlife photographer wish for?

SUPER CLICK

. B

T-16 Bhamusklhindi tigress with
% " L her cubs striking a perfect pose
o s _" for pholographers at Nimdela

L

Roma's cute and curious cubs look al the tourists .l i ""Mf"— el T
from their hiding place. =3 0 Queen of Pandharpauni T-12 Maya feeding her cub
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month,
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: The Changde
is Visible

fvek Menon, Executive Director of Wildlife Trust of
India was recently on a brief visit to Tadoba. n an
exclusive interview with Tadoba Diaries. he

expressed his thoughts on the visible changes in Tadoba and
also on the overall wildlife conservation in Maharashtra.

Excerpts from his interview:

: You have been working in the field of wildlife
conservation for the last 25 years. How was your
experience al Tadoba?

A: | have visited Tadoba six times. However, L have never
wvisited a forest to see a tiger. Not even before | came into
the field of conservation. In fact, | started bird-watching in
the '80s. Even by walching birds, you can tell something
aboul the health of the forest. Al Tadoba, from my salari
vehicle, | could record more than fifty birds! | saw four
species of woodpecker. It shows that the proportion of
canopy and large trees in this forest is really good. [ saw a
lot of fowls and quails during my two visits to buffer and |
was happy to note that the habitat was healthy. Of course,
itis nol my well-studied conclusion or an estimate, butl an
frmpression that | had after the Tittle time | could spend in
thelimited area.

) Usually when we talk about the health of the forest we
look at the count of the herbivores...

Az Yes, Thatis becauvse our thoughl process is Hger centric.
There are different ways of looking at the forest. Tiger is
just one of them. For white-necked woodpeckers, you
don't need herbivores, but you need large frees with a
certain size of gut. If you don't have such trees, the entire
forest will die. The presence of such trees indicates that
the foresLis healthy.

(: One of the most talked about topics is the pressure of
tourism in tiger reserves. What are vour thoughts on it?

A: Many years ago when | visited Tadoba, | witnessed that
pressure, lLwas one of my bad experiences. However, this
time, Lam glad to see the change. Tourismis being managed
property. The guides and drivers are more disciplined.
They knew their job well, L saw the guides wearing the tag
'Star Guide' Later the Field Director explained to me how
the guides are being traimed continuousty and how they are
graded every year according to their knowledge and slkills.
Such heallthy competition among Lhe guides to get a five-
star gradingisindeed an appreciable initiative,

Anather thing | was very impressed with was the mumber
of female guides | saw here. My guide Shehnaz seemed like
a tgress Lo mel Also, L noticed that the number of women
within the forest staff is very good. The best part is that

they are actively doing their job of protecting and
monitoring wildlife and forest.

Talking aboult tourism. | am aware that the number of
Lourism zones and gales here have been increased, ILis a
good development. Lstrongly believe the best strategy is to
maximize the area where tourists can go, minimize the
Tumber of tourists in an area at a given time and keep those
areas rotating. This way people will get to see different
parts of the forest, animals get their rest time, and the
zones closed to tourism gel time to regenerale.
Autornatically the pressure of tourism also shifts from one
zone to the other. | don't think any tiger reserve in Indiais
doimgit,

Q: How important do you think is the local commumities'
participation in conservation?

A: There is no other way, especially in a coumitry Tike India
having a population of 140 crore people. One-third of poor
people are in India. Hence no conservation can happen
unless you involve people. We must provide them with
livelihood opportunities. As a government agency, it is the
duty of the forest department lo take care of the people
while protecting the forests and wildlife, Maharashtra has
always been good at that compared to many other states, |
helieve, Maharashtra provides the highest ex-gratia
payment in case of human death in a wild animal attack.
That is extraordinaryl Similarly, scheines like providing
cooking gas and eliminating the dependence on forests for
firewood are also very practical and progressive ways of
invalving local commumnities.

= Prajakta Hushangabadkar
Wildhife Biglogist. TATR
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MNIGHT WATCHMEN! A porcupine and a civel sflently walked through the jungle in the dark of the nighL. However, thelr
movement couldn't escape the camera rap installed by the forest department and both got captured in the same frame.

THE ACHIEVERS - January 2023

lease join usin celebrating the achievements of the best-performing forest guards at TATR. These frontline soldiers
of the forest department have done the maximum foot patrolling in their respective divisions. We are happy to
announce the top two achieversin January 202%

Forest Guard: - Miss. 8. D Pati} 3 1 B yrest Guard - Miss 8. M. Mattanm)
Beat - Mamia=2 - . : J Jeat - Ashtakonf
- Mamla i _ § 1 - Meharf

nge -Cha.(Bulfer) G REN ) A - nge - Mot (Core)
T :“ ‘mﬁ‘rﬂ.’m -;': & I- :-. .‘ .; :., --.. > .. ] .I.- 7 . -: | _‘.I. s -_mw
Thuration -22 Days s - ' Jurat - 19 Days
Target .. ! & # Target - 125 km/Month:
Actual Patrafimg - 267.881am | 2 B ‘ Actual Patroliing - 164.78 K

Get NATURAL FOREST WATER |Get TADOBA SOUVENIR GLASS BOTTLE QK FSE s s LR RESFIY ="
@ Rs. 20 @ Rs. 120 www.zewaworld.com S




Inner Beauty of Tadoba

KIDS SPECIAL

his was my first visit to Tadoba. During my safari in the core zone,
aur Guide Sarika informed me that the origin of the name Tadoba is

in the name of the God ' Taru® worshipped by the tribes who live in
the dense forest, She also told me thal ‘Andhari’ refers Lo the Andhar River.
| g0t some beautiful clicks of hirds at the Andhari River,

Omn oy very first safari, [ got to see a Grey hngle Fowl. He was in search of
Bamnboo seads aslots of Bamboo plants were in their flowering phase. Lalso
got a glimpse of a Purple Heren in the Andhari River. The reflection of the
heron was so perfectly caughtlin the image thal LTellin love wilth il

There was also a beautiful Peacock searching for insects on the bank of the
river. At one moment, he spread his feathers. Though he was in the tall
arass, itwas worth watching|

| also saw a few crocodiles al Tadoba lake. They were lying down without
any momenl ke a stalue until one of them moved, AL other waler bodies, |
caught snaps of mongoose, sambar deer, spotted deer, greater coucal and
Ibis.

The cool breeze, fresh air, and the bio-diversity made me fall in love with
Tadoba. It was indeed a great escape from our polluted, dirty, and
mechanized cities!

- Ajinkya Chavare
Age- 17 Years
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Contribute to "Tadoba Diaries

Are you a forest department staff, tourist, guide, driver, working with a resort, managinga : o, TR

community member from TATR vicinity? Do you want to join our effort to spraad awa T <" v e

and wildlife conservation through "Tadoba Diaries™? Please share your mnleresting phole
than 4 MB) and experiences (not more than 250 words) on tadobadiaries2021@:
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Taluka - Bhadrawati, District - Chandrapur,
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www. limbanresaort.com

reservations@limbanresorts.com

limbanresorts
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