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CHAPTER – 11 

ECO TOURISM PLAN 

 

11.01 INTRODUCTION:- 

 

Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve was established as second Tiger Reserve in the 

Maharashtra State, in 1994-95. It represents Southern Tropical Dry Deciduous Teak Forests in the 

Tiger habitat. Viable tiger population (+40) indicates great conservation value of area. It is mega-

bio-diversity site in the 6-B Central Plateau Biotic province in the 6-Deccan Peninsula Bio-

geographic zone. Wilderness recreation has a important role in support of management. It can 

directly benefit the cause of conservation, education which is achieved in the field. Conservation, 

Education and Nature Interpretation are integral to Eco-tourism. Tourism under certain 

circumstances can generate substantial pressures and affect adversely the PA values as well as can 

create administrative problems. The first Management Plan of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve did 

not go in its finest details for development of Eco- tourism. However, after about 10 years of 

Project Tiger, considerable progress had been achieved in protection and habitat improvement 

works, resulted in increase in tiger sighting. The increased tiger and other animal sighting has 

brought TATR on national map. The Tiger Conservation Plan prepared for 2008-09 to 2017-18 by 

Dr. S.H. Patil (under midterm review) provides for development of Eco-tourism as per State Eco 

Tourism Policy dated 20 February 2008. 

From 2008-2009 onwards vast change in Eco Tourism Policy of the State and Central 

Government took place. The Supreme Court  of India in its order dated 16
th
 October 2012 in Civil 

Appeal no.21339/2011 directed State to prepare Eco-Tourism Plan for each Tiger Reserve as per 

National Tiger Conservation Authority’s Eco-Tourism Policy circulated vide no. F.No.15-31/2012-

NTCA dated 15
th
 October 2012.  

This Eco-Tourism Plan is prepared taking in to consideration NTCA’s guideline and State 

Govt. Resolution R & FD no. WLP-2011/CN-309/F-1 Dated 09
th
 Nov. 2012 and 21

st
 Jan. 2013. 

 

11.02 APPROACH AND ACCESS :- 
 

Sr. No. Name of Place Distance  

1) Kolara Gate  Nagpur 115 km. 

2) Navegaon Gate Nagpur 130 km. 

3) Pangadi Gate Nagpur  160 km. 

4) Moharli Gate Chandrapur 25 km., Nagpur 185 km. 
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5) Khutwanda Gate  Chandrapur 40 km. 

6) Zari Gate Chandrapur 38 km. 

 

 Chandrapur is railway station situated on Delhi – Chennai railway route. 

 The nearest airport is Nagpur  

 

11.03 MANAGEMENT ZONATION:- 

The management zonation of the area is as follows. 

Sr. 

No. 

Zone Legal Status Total Area 

Sq.Km. 

1 Core Tadoba National Park and Andhari Wildlife Sanctuary 625.40 

2 Notified 

Buffer 

Forest area with D.D. Buffer 697.34 

Non Forest Area 401.49 

  Total Area 1098.83 

  Grand Total Area 1724.23 

 

 11.04 ECO TOURISM VALUES OF TADOBA ANDHARI TIGER RESERVE:- 

1) The area represents Southern Tropical Dry Deciduous Forests in the Tiger habitat. It has a 

viable population of 40+ Tigers with high frequency of Tiger sighting. 

2) It is a mega-biodiversity site with large surrounding forest area and thus has a long term 

conservation value. It is gene bank of wild relatives of the cultivated species for future use. 

3) Beside Tiger, it is abode to number of prominent wild denizens like Leopard, Wild dog, 

Sloth bear, Gaur, Sambar, Barking deer, Cheetal, Chausinga, Nilgai, Wild boar alongwith 

rare ones like Ratel, Flying squirrel, Pangolin and Rusty spotted cat. The continuity with 

forests of Chandrapur, Bramhapuri and Central Chanda Division enrich the conservation 

prospects of these species. 

4) Vast bird diversity is of great interest alongwith diverse vertebrate speices. 

5) The tree clad forests, rolling grasslands habituated with spotted dears afford wonderful 

sights.  

All these values make Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve a favourite area for Eco tourism, 

interpretation and conservation education. 
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11.05 EXISTING ECO-TOURISM SCENARIO OF TADOBA-ANDHARI TIGER RESERVE:- 

 

 Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve is a popular tourist destination in India. There is significant 

increase in tourist’s inflow during the recent years. 

 Presently Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve has total 183.25 km. of tourist routes. Present 

carrying capacity of tourist vehicle is limited to 136 per day. There are two main entry gates 

Moharli and Kolara. Tourist also enter from Khutwanda, Navegaon, Pangadi and Zari. There are 

about 172 trained tourist guides almost all belonging to local villages.  

 In recent past years 83 private gypsies have been acquired by locals and are available for 

jungle safari. 

 At present the tourist accommodation needs are catered by Maharashtra Tourism 

Development corporation’s facilities and private resorts at Moharli, Sitarampeth, Khutwanda and 

Kolara as well as hotels at Chandrapur. Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve has a four suited Forest 

Rest House at Kolsa. Present capacity of tourist’s stay is 150-200 persons per night. Community 

accommodation and home stays are almost absent. 

Presently local community is mainly benefited through engagement of guides, gypsy 

drivers, and unskilled labours in private resorts as out come of tourism.   

 

 

11.06 OBJECTIVES :- 
 

  The main objective of managing this Tiger Reserve is in situ conservation of Tiger and its 

habitat. Tourism is only a by product of conservation goals. 

 The tourism in its traditional form is not acceptable in wildlife areas. So Eco-Tourism 

concept is put forth for wildlife conservation areas. 

 According to the definition and principles of eco-tourism as established by the 

International Eco-Tourism Society (TIES) is “Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the 

environment and improves the well being of local people”. So the Eco-Tourism activities should 

follow the following principles.  

o Minimize impact.  

o Build environment and cultural awareness and respect. 

o Provide positive experience for both visitors and hosts. 

o Provide financial benefits and empowerment for local people. 

o Raise sensitivity to host countries’ political, environmental and social climate. 
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This Eco Tourism Plan provides for the strategy to achieve the above principal in its letter 

and spirit.  

 

11.07 LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE :- 
  

 A Local Advisory Committee (hereinafter referred as LAC) has been constituted by Govt. 

of Maharashtra vide Govt. Resolution No. WLP-2012/ CN.309/F-1, dated 9
th
 November 2012 and 

1
st
 December 2012. (Annexed as Annexure A & B)   

The LAC has the following functions namely:- 

a) To review the tourism strategy with respect to the tiger reserve and make recommendation to 

the state Government; 

b) To ensure computation of reserve specific carrying capacity and its implementation through 

periodic review; 

c) To ensure site specific norms on buildings and infrastructures in areas inside and close to 

tigers reserve, Keeping in view the corridor value and ecological aesthetics; 

d) To advice local self government and state government on issues relating to development of 

tourism in and around tiger reserve. 

e) Monitor half yearly all tourist facilities in and around tiger reserve vis-à-vis environmental 

clearance, area of coverage, ownership, type of construction, number of employees etc. for 

suggesting mitigation and retrofitting measures if needed. 

f) Monitor regularly activities of tour operators to ensure that they do not cause disturbance to 

animals, while taking visitors in to the tiger reserves; 

g) To encourage tourism industry to augment employment opportunities for members of local 

communities.   

 

11.08 ECO-TOURISM ZONE:- 
 

Salient Features of the Tourism Zone 

1. The tourism zone is carved out the extreme care to ensure least possible disturbance to the 

ecological environs of the Reserve. 

2. Tourism has been restricted to two zones; 

a. Tadoba Zone 

b. Kolsa Zone 

3. The Entry Gates which will govern entries to these zones are as follows; 

i.     The Tadoba Zone 

a. Navegaon 
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b.  Kolsa Gate, 

c.  Khutwanda Gate and  

d.  MohorliGate. 

ii.  The Kolsa Zone- 

a.  Pangdi and Zari Gate. 

4. The roads that lie within the ‘Tourism Zones’ will be used for the purpose of tourism in the 

Reserve. The total road length is 160.65 kms. The detail of the various roads is given in 

Table 3.As per the road length, the Carrying Capacity arrived at is 122 vehicles per day. 

5. A tourism vehicle shall be allowed into one zone only at a time and it will not be allowed 

to visit another zone, during a safari. 

6. There is a 22 seater Canter Brand Vehicle of the Government of Maharashtra and a 19 

seater Minibus Tata 407 Marcopolo. The rest of the vehicles are Maruti Gpsies which are 

registered with the Reserve’s Authority. Canter and the Minibus are mostly used to take 

school children on educational trips and hence their plying into the Reserve is very limited. 

However if the se vehicles are to be used for tourism purposes then the Tiger Reserve 

Authorities will ensure that the permissible Carrying Capacity of 125 vehicles is not 

exceeded at any given point of time. 

7. It will be mandatory that the vehicles will procure Pollution Under Control (PUC) 

Certificate every 6 months. Any vehicle without a proper PUC certificate will be restricted 

from entering the Reserve. All the vehicles entering the Tourism Zones of the Reserve will 

strictly adhere to the emission standards of at least Bharat IV norms. The Table giving 

details of Bharat IV norms is attached as Annexure-J 

 

 

11.08.01 CONSTITUTION OF ECO-TOURISM ZONE IN CORE OF TATR  

 

 As per para 2.2.2, 2.2.4 (IV), 2.2.6, 2.2.7 and 2.2.8 of the guide lines of National Tiger 

Conservation Authority dated 15.10.2012 (Annexed as Annexure D) conservation of Tiger is the 

paramount objective of tiger reserve and generating public support through regulated tourism is an 

invaluable tool for harnessing public and community support for tiger conservation. Regulated 

tourism results in enhanced awareness and is of educational value especially for the younger 

generations. Non consumptive, regulated, low impact tourism could be permitted within core or 

critical tiger habitat for tiger conservation. With this importance of tourism in tiger conservation 

maximum of 20% of core or critical tiger habitat usage for regulated, low impact tourist visitation 

is permitted coditionly. 
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 The proposed usage of core or critical tiger habitat of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve for 

tourism is 1241720.85 Ha. (122.73 Sq.km.) that is 19.85% (considering the compartment area). 

The entire area of a compartment was taken (Factor of 1) if roads intersected them at any point as 

well as traversed on the compartments boundary on more than one side. If however, a road 

traversed only one side of the compartment, them half the area of compartments (Factor 0.5) on 

either side of the road was taken into account. Similarly, a factor of 0.5 was applied in case a road 

just touched a corner of a compartment.    

 The Eco-Tourism Zone have been identified in all 3 ranges. Viz. Tadoba, Moharli and 

Kolsa. We propose two tourism zones as follows: 

i. Tadoba Zone: Navegaon Gate, Kolsa Gate, Khutwanda Gate and Moharli Gate 

ii. Kolsa Zone: Pangdi and Zari Gate 

 The implementation of eco-tourism zone will be done after approval of Eco-Tourism Plan 

by LAC and further permission from Chief Wildlife Warden and sanction of NTCA. Safari on 

predefined routes to each entering vehicle can be regulated by Field Director, Tadoba-Andhari 

Tiger Reserve, so that all the vehicles should not rush at one place.  

 Closing any route for any hours/ day/ week etc. etc. will be decided by the Field Director 

for the security of the wild animals (especially tigress with very young cubs/ any injured animal). 

Any route can be declared premium route (where entry fee can be double of other route) by Field 

Director in consultation with LAC and further sanctioned of Chief Wildlife Warden & Governing 

Body of Tiger Conservation Foundation.  

 The Ecotourism Zone an Road Layout of the Two Zones is elaborated in Map 1 and Map 

2 and Table 1, Table 2 and Table 3 below: 



 

 

   

 

9 

 
 

Map 1: Ecotourism Road Map indicating Zone Plan with Half and Full Compartments
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Map 2: Ecotourism Road and Zone Map of TATR 
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Concise Area Statement Summary of Tourism Zone 

Table 1 Area Estimates of Tourism Zone 

Core Area in Ha 62540.00 

Tourism Area in Percent to Core 20% 

Total Tourism Area 12803.883 

Zone 1 (Tadoba ) Area 8379.110 

Zone 2 (Kolsa) Area 4424.773 

 

 

Detailed Area Statement of Tourism Zone- 

Table 2 Detailed Area Statement of Ecotourism Zone 

Zone-Comp No. (half/full) Comp. Count  (half/full) Area of the Comp. in ha. 

Zone I 36 8379.110 

Full 24 6439.446 

111 1 324.153 

122 1 425.324 

123 1 146.086 

124 1 198.296 

126 1 275.186 

136 1 235.527 

140 1 333.056 

141 1 266.283 

142 1 235.122 

143 1 179.680 

50 1 235.510 

61 1 445.140 

69 1 709.819 

70 1 218.53 
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81 1 102.385 

82 1 293.802 

93 1 394.973 

92 1 280.852 

126 1 275.186 

82 1 293.802 

92 1 280.852 

93 1 394.973 

94 1 326.581 

95 1 128.690 

Jamni PF 1 230.057 

Mandavzari Tekadi 1 259.594 

Ramdegi PF 1 194.800 

Half 13 1939.664 

110 1 130.713 

112 1 187.167 

113 1 96.734 

114 1 234.713 

121 1 167.135 

144 1 165.921 

145 1 66.975 

80 1 127.678 

83 1 241.799 

91 1 133.344 

96 1 85.793 

98 1 183.929 

99 1 117.763 
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Zone II 19 4424.773 

Full 6 1906.009 

313 1 315.250 

317 1 282.471 

333 1 717.508 

334 1 348.030 

Botezari 1 75.500 

Kolsa 1 167.250 

Half 13 2518.764 

285 1 152.364 

286 1 195.058 

312 1 157.221 

314 1 211.651 

315 1 158.637 

316 1 338.520 

330 1 279.840 

331 1 285.911 

332 1 111.896 

335 1 283.887 

342 1 126.667 

344 1 66.976 

345 1 150.139 

Grand Total 55 12803.883 

 

The total area of the tourism zone as per GIS Domain is 20.47%. It may kindly be rounded 

off as 20% since there is no scope to reduce the area on account of connectivity of roads.  
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Details of roads expected to be used for eco tourism purpose 

 

Zone Range Name of the Road Length (k.m.) 

Tadoba Zone Tadoba Tadoba to Khatoda 9.00 

  Chital Road 1.50 

  Tadoba to Nawegaon Gate 7.50 

  Nawegaon to Core Boundary 3.40 

  Jamun bodi Road 3.00 

  Tadoba to Jamni 4.00 

  Jamni Chouki to Kolara Gate 7.00 

  Kalaamba to Pandharpauni 4.00 

  Khatoda to Jamni 7.00 

  Jamni Chowk to Pandharpauni 5.00 

  Waghai to Compt. 97 3.50 

  Khatoda to Khutwanda 5.00 

  Unidentified Jamni village Road 17.00 

  Unidentified Navegaon village Road 23.00 

  Total 99.90 

 Moharli Moharli to Khatoda 11.20 

  Telia to Andhari (Katarni line) 4.00 

  Telia Round 4.90 

  Yenbodi Road 1.75 

  2nd Cross Road 1.60 

  Jamunzora circular road 3.50 

  Aswalhira Circular Road 3.00 

  Waghdoh Circular Road 7.00 

  Total 36.95 

Kolsa Zone 2 Kolsa Kolsa to zari 7.00 

  Kolsa to Pangdi 7.00 

  Kolsa to Shiwanzari 7.00 

  Raiba-Kuwani-Pangdi 3.30 

  Kolsa-Kuwani Line 3.50 

  Total 27.80 

  Grand Total 164.65 
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11.08.02 REGULATION OF TOURISM IN ECO-TOURISM ZONE OF CORE OF TATR :- 

 

 

Though 20% area of core is permitted for low impact eco-tourism following regulations 

should be implemented.  

O Core Management should not manipulate habitat to inflate animal abundance for tourism 

purpose. 

O The water holes, cement-troughs should not be constructed near tourists routes but should be 

constructed away from road. The existing such cement troughs should also be abandoned 

within next 2 years and new cement troughs if needed should be constructed away from 

tourist routes. 

O Visitor shall keep a minimum distance of more than 20 meter from all wildlife. 

O Cordoning, luring or feeding of any wildlife in eco-tourism zone by any person is prohibited. 

 

 

11.09 CARRYING CAPACITY :- 
  

 

Carrying capacity based on length of tourism roads in core have been computed as per 

model attached with NTCA guide lines.  

 The total carrying capacity for tourism zone in core of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve is as 

below. 

 Total vehicle :- 125 (Estimation of carrying capacity based on road length is given below) 

 The distribution of vehicle for each gate and for morning and afternoon safari will be 

decided by Field Director, Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve. 20% of total vehicles allowed can be 

reserved for registered canters by Field Director Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve.  

The routes should be determined for each tourist vehicle and that tourist vehicle should 

follow given route only. The distribution of vehicle for each gate will be determined on pro-rata 

basis as per the length of routes served by that gate.  

Number of vehicle permitted to enter core can be reduced if vacancy of field posts exceed 

10% after due consultation with LAC. 
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ESTIMATION OF VISITOR CARRYING CAPACITY 

(Based on NTCA Guidelines dated 15/10/2012) 

 

a) Physical Carrying capacity (PCC) :- This is the “maximum number of visitors that can 

physically fit in to a defined space, over a particular time”. It is expressed as : 

PCC = A x V/a x R.F. 

Where, A = available area for public use  

            V/a = one Visitor/ m
2
 

            RF = rotation factor (number of visits per day) 

 

 

In order to Measure the PCC of TATR, the following criteria have been taken into account. 

• Only vehicular movements on forest roads are permitted. 

• The “Standing area is not relevant, but “closeness” between vehicles is important. 

• There is a required distance of at least 500 metre between 2 vehicles to avoid dust (2 

vehicle / km.) 

• At least 3 � hours are needed for a single park excursion. 

• The P.A. is open to tourist for 9 months in a year and 9 hours per day. 

• Linear road length within the park where tourist are allowed to move is more relevant than 

area, and total lengths are ; 

 

Tadoba Moharli Kolsa Total 

99.90 km 36.95 km 27.80 km 164.65 km 

 

      

• Due to constant vehicular use the entire road length of 164.65 km is prone to erosion out of 

which around 30 km length is of medium erosion risk and 20 km is high erosion risk. 

• Rotation Factor (RF)  =  Opening Period 

Average time of one visit  

     =  9/3.5  = 2.57 say 2.60 

 

Physical Carrying Capacity   =  164.65 x 2 x 2.60 = 856.18 

       856.18 visit / day. 
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b) Real Carrying capacity (RCC):- RCC is the maximum permissible numbers of visits to a 

site, once the “reductive factors (Corrective) derived from the particular characteristics of 

the site have been applied to the PCC. These reductive factors are based on biophysical, 

environmental, ecological, social and management.  

 

RCC = PCC (-) Cf1 - Cf2 ................. Cfn 

Where Cf is a corrective factor expressed as a percentage. Thus the formula for calculating 

RCC is 

 

RCC = PCC  x  100 (-)Cf1  x  100 (-) Cf2  ...................100 (-) CFn 

           100                 100 

 

Corrective factors one site specific and expressed in percentage as below :  

 

Cf = M. 1 X 100   Where Cf  =  Corrective factor 

        Mt.    One = Limiting magnitude of the variable 

     Mt. = Total magnitude of the variable  

 

I) Road erosion :  

   Total Length 164.65 km (ME) 

   Medium erosion risk 30 Km (Weighing factor 2) 

   High erosion risk 20 Km (weighing factor 3) 

   Me = 30 x 2 + 20 x 3 = 60 + 60 = 120 Km. 

   Cfe = 120 / 164.65 x 100 = 72.88 or 73 % 

 

II) Disturbance to wildlife factor :  

For Chittal  =  2  x 100 = 20 % 

      10 

 

For Tiger  =  2  x 100 = 20 % 

   10  

Over all corrective factor 

 

20 + 20 = 40% 
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III) Temporary Closing of roads for repair etc. : 

   Limiting week/year x  100  = 2   x 100 = 5% 

   Total week/year      40 

 

   RCC = 856.18  x 100 (-) 73  x 100 (-) 40  x 100 (-) 5 

                  100    100          100 

  

   856.18 x 0.27 x 0.60 x 0.95 = 131.77 visit/day 

 

C) Effective permissible carrying capacity (ECC) : 

 ECC is the maximum numbers of visitor’s that a site can sustain, given the management 

capacity (mc) available. ECC is obtained by multiplying the real carrying capacity (RCC) with the 

management capacity. MC is defined as the sum of conditions that PA management requires if it is 

to carry out its function at the optimum level. Limitation in management like absence of special 

staff for managing tourists, lack of even protection staff and infrastructure limits the RCC. The 

staff position in core is good, STPF is also deployed in TATR, hence the management capacity for 

Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve is taken as 0.95. 

 

ECC  = RCC x MC 

 = 131.77 x 0.95 = 125.18 say 125 Vehicle per day. 

 

So the 125 vehicle should be allowed over 8.66 hours of park open time. 

 

Hence Visitor carrying capacity of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve is 125 vehicles per 

day. Distribution for each gate will be decided by Field Director, Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve.   

 

11.10 REGULATION OF VEHICULAR TOURISM OF CORE ZONE  

11.10.01 RESTRICTION ON VEHICLE ENTERING FOR TOURISM IN CORE 

 

Presently light four wheel vehicle are permitted to enter the core zone of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger 

Reserve for tourism. Big buses, 3 wheelers and 2 wheeler are not permitted for tourism purpose. 

 Now following regulations are prescribed in this Plan for private vehicles entering in core 

for tourism purpose. 
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1) Presently all four wheel light motor vehicle will be allowed upto June 2013. 

2) After June 2013 from new season up to June 2014 only gypsies of later than 31
st
 December 

2002 make and suitably modified canter/ Minibus like light motor vehicle of later than 31
st
 

December 2007 make registered with Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Conservation Foundation after paying 

Rs. 10,000/- for Gypsy Rs. 20,000/- for canter/ Minibus as security deposit (refundable) and Rs. 

1,000/- for Gypsy Rs. 2,000/- for canter as registration fees (Non refundable) will be allowed for 

tourism. If any unregistered private light motor vehicle (except any taxi permit vehicle) is to enter 

the core zone the fees will be Rs.1000/- per vehicle per trip more and above prescribed entry fees. 

While registering Gypsy/canter/ Minibus like vehicles the order of preference will be given 

to EDC followed by local owner then local resort owners (one vehicle for each resort) and others. 

The number of vehicles for registration will be restricted to twice the number of vehicles allowed 

per trip in core. The EDC will be promoted to purchase tourist vehicle by Tadoba-Andhari Tiger 

Conservation Foundation. The vehicle registered should be allowed on rotation system. This will 

be regulated by Deputy Director (Core) TATR so that all vehicles registered with Foundation get 

opportunity of employment. 

3) After June 2014 banning the entry of unregistered private vehicles will be considered by 

the LAC.   

4) If any operator agrees to run battery operated government approved four wheel light motor 

vehicle for tourist safari it should immediately be registered and permitted to run, on Moharli – 

Khatoda tar road with minimum number of passengers.  It is advised that Tadoba-Andhari Tiger 

Conservation Foundation should consider purchasing one such vehicle and run it. The battery 

operated such vehicle if privately owned should be discounted for entry fees up to 50% (i.e. such 

vehicle will be allowed to do morning and afternoon safari on single entry fee but not next day), or 

if response is very poor in starting Field Director Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve may even decide 

to allow battery operated vehicle on Moharli, Khatoda tar road free for one year. For time being the 

number of such battery operated vehicles should be above the general ceiling on numbers of 

vehicle, which can be reviewed if more battery operated vehicles are put to use.  

 

11.10.02 ELEPHANT SAFARI :- 

 3 Elephant namely Gajraj, Sushila and Laxmi are presently available for ride at Moharli 

gate. The Elephant ride is allowed on Telia lake round and this should be restricted to this area only 

in Core. In future Elephant ride in Agarzari forest of buffer area will be started. Tiger show should 

not be arranged during Elephant ride. Further increase in number of Elephant is also not 

recommended. Riding fee for Elephant safari will be decided by Tiger Conservation Foundation. 
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11.10.03 NATURE TRAIL :- 

 Nature trail on foot in core should not be allowed.  

 

11.11 DO’S AND DON’TS FOR VISITOR :- 

 Following Do’s and Don’ts will be implemented for visitor entering Eco-Tourism zone of 

core. These restrictions are not exhaustive but inclusive. Field Director by order in writing can 

frame more such Do’s and Don’ts as he feel necessary. 

 

11.11.01 DO’S :- 

o Take authorized guide for each vehicle after paying fixed guide charges while on safari in 

Eco-Tourism zone. 

o Keep distance of 50 meter in between two vehicle while in Eco-Tourism zone. 

o Show your entry pass and identity card if demanded by tiger reserve authority at any time 

while on safari in core.  

o Take paper bag with you and put all plastic/ garbage in it. 

o Try to wear nature merging colour cloths to enjoy sighting of wild animals. 

o The speed of vehicle on jungle safari should not exceed 25 km./ hour.  

o The Safari vehicle should keep a minimum distance of 20 meters from all wildlife.  

 

11.11.02 DON’TS :- 

o Do not carry passenger more than permitted capacity of vehicle including driver and guide. 

o Do not get down from vehicle at any place except at authorized places. 

o Do not play any music instrument or play song on mobile or any other instrument while on 

safari. 

o Do not lean out of vehicle or get down from one vehicle and board in other vehicle.  

o Do not stay at a place for sighting wild animal for more than 5 minutes. 

o Do not throw plastic or any object (bottle tin, packets) out of your vehicle. 

o Do not overtake other tourist vehicle follow one way rules where applicable. 

o Do not make noise while sighting the animal or otherwise.  

o Switch off your mobiles and reverse horn of vehicle while on jungle safari in core. 

 

Violation of any of above restriction will be penalized by fine not less than Rs. 500/- and 

may extend up to Rs. 2,500/-. In case violation is done by registered Gypsy/ canter owner or guide 
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along with fine, his authorization to enter Tiger Reserve tourism zone will be suspended for 

minimum 7 days, which may extend up to one month. Any violation done by tourist should be 

reported to nearest park authority by tourist guide immediately failing he will be treated as violator  

himself. 

 

11.12 TOURISM PERIOD AND TIMING :- 

Every Tuesday closure will be continued. Opening or partly opening of tourism zone in 

monsoon season (i.e. from 1
st
 July to 30

th
 September) will be decided by Chief Wild Life Warden, 

Maharashtra State. 

The entry timing in different season will be as follow. 

Period Morning Afternoon 

Entry Exist Entry Exist 

1
st
 Oct. to 30

th
 Nov. 6.00 to 9.00 11.00 15.00 to 17.30 18.30 

1 Dec. to 28/29
th
 Feb. 6.30 to 9.30 11.30 14.00 to 17.00 18.00 

1
st
 March to 30 June 6.00 to 9.00 11.00 15.00 to 17.30 18.30 

 

11.13 IDENTIFYING ECOLOGICAL SENSITIVE AREA SURROUNDING TIGER 

RESERVE :- 
  

 As per NTCA guide lines para 2.2.4(i) identification and monitoring of ecologically 

sensitive areas surrounding tiger reserve is to be done to ensure ecological integrity of corridor and 

buffer area and to prevent encroachment of corridor by tourism facilities.  

 The notified buffer areas have been considered at this stage for identification of ecological 

sensitive areas surrounding core of tiger reserve. Following villages have been identified as 

ecological sensitive areas for establishment of new tourism facilities. The revenue authorities 

should not give Non Agriculture permission in these villages hence after. The villages shortlisted 

are as follows :-  

Sr. No. Name of Village Taluka Village area in ha. 

1)  Thanegaon Bhadravati 62.00 

2)  Junona Chandrapur 39.07 

3)  Dewada Chandrapur 712.98 

4)  Adegaon Chandrapur 465.00 

5)  Agarzari Chandrapur 120.08 

6)  Chorgaon Chandrapur 526.00 
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7)  Nimbala Chandrapur 308.58 

8)  Pahmi Chandrapur 30.58 

9)  Haldi Chandrapur 291.24 

10)  Zari Chandrapur 29.72 

11)  Doni Chandrapur 79.04 

12)  Pangdi Sindewahi 37.52 

13)  Piparheti Sindewahi 27.40 

14)  Karwa Sindewahi 128.89 

15)  Pandharwani Sindewahi 55.11 

16)  Chichghat Bhadravati 90.79 

17)  Khutwanda (Dikshit) Bhadravati 114.91 

18)  Ambezari Bhadravati 100.00 

19)  Sitarampeth Bhadravati 559.00 

20)  Moharli (Part)  

Survey No. 33 to 97 

Chandrapur NA 

21)  Mamla Chandrapur 181.81 

22)  Fulzari Chandrapur 15.44 

23)  Ghosri Bhadravati 224.74 

24)  Bhamdeli* Bhadravati 225.00 

Bhamdeli (Ry)* Bhadravati 289.00 

 

N.B. The ecological sensitive area of Sitarampeth, Bhamdeli*, Thanegaon, Moharli (Part) and 

Ghosri should be reviewed after suitable time by Chief Wildlife Warden and change can be made. 

*The village Bhamdeli have been included afterward vide NTCA letter No. 1-24/2009 NTCA 

dated 19
th

 January, 2017. 

The existing tourist infrastructure in above villages will remain as it is without any 

extension but no new tourist infrastructure except small home stays by local villages or community 

stay facility by EDS’s/ Panchayat will be allowed in above villages. 

Part of the Kolsa village is likely to be relocated outside TATR and to make this area 

inviolate in true sense the existing FRH Kolsa which is open to tourist, will be closed probably by 

March 2018. 
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11.14 REGULATIONS OF TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE IN CORE AND BUFFER:- 

11.14.01 COR :-  

No new tourist infrastructure (i.e. places for stay, canteen/ restaurants) will be constructed 

in core. The existing infrastructure present in the core (Kolsa rest house) should be closed for 

tourism purpose in phased manner. As per State Government GR dated 9.11.2012 the toilet blocks 

existing in Core can be used by tourists while on safari as per regulation made by Field Director, 

Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve. 

 Any type of tourism infrastructure including Toilet block, interpretation centre etc. should 

not be erected on relocated village site of Botezari, Kolsa, Jamni, Ramdegi, Palasgaon or 

Rantalodhi.  

 

11.14.02 BUFFER:- 

 The regulation of tourism infrastructures in buffer will be governed by following rules.  

o  No new tourism infrastructure should be set up by government or any person or any 

organization in village boundary of villages listed in para no. 11.13 as ecological sensitive 

areas. The list and status of present infrastructures should be listed within 6 months by 

Deputy Director (Buffer). The capacity of existing resorts should not be permitted to 

increase. Only small low impact community stay/ home stay by local villagers, local 

community, village Eco-Development Committee or Grampanchyat can be set up. The 

home stays should be strictly regulated by stringent rules. No home stay should be allowed 

to run by outsiders in local’s name. No wine bar license should be given to any home stay.  

o New tourism infrastructure except gates, check nakas, signages can not be setup on forest 

land in notified buffer area. 

o The existing tourist infrastructure, present in ecological sensitive areas should be made to 

conform to environment friendly low impact, asthetic including solar energy, waste 

recycling, rainwater harvesting, natural cross ventilation, proper sewage disposal and 

merging with the surrounding habitat. The infrastructures and activities there must adhere 

to all environmental clearances, noise pollution norms and non polluting, blending with 

surroundings. District Revenue and Tiger Reserve authorities shall ensure that all tourist 

facilities in ecological sensitive area should comply with all above norms by 30.09.2013. 

The Field Director will get prepared suitable guidelines/ code for this purpose using the 

services of technical experts and prepare suitable proposals for the consideration of LAC 

and concerned authorities.    
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o All new tourist infrastructure set up in other than ecological sensitive area should be of low 

height (only G + 1), environment friendly, low impact, aesthetic architecture 50% of their 

energy consumption should be met from solar and biogas resources. Waste recycling 

rainwater harvesting arrangement should be made in each facility. The facilities set up 

should have natural cross ventilation, proper sewage disposal arrangement the structure 

should merge with surrounding habitat. Tourism facilities shall adhere to pollution norms 

(noise, solid waste, air and water etc.) under the respective laws or rules for time being in 

force. Outdoor high intensity illumination should not be installed. Lights outside the 

buildings should be at the height below 7feet and should be covered on top so that it well 

not illuminate upside. Any violation should be referred to the appropriate authority for 

taking action in accordance to the relevant provisions of the law. Under intimation to 

NTCA (as per para 2.2.10 of NTCA Guideline dated 15.10.2012 submitted to Hon’ble 

Supreme Court of India).  

o There shall be a complete ban on burying, burning or otherwise disposing non-

biodegradables or toxic waste in the buffer area of Tiger Reserve proper plan for disposal 

of degradable waste shall be developed and strictly implemented. 

o Asbestos should not be used in any tourism facility set up in buffer. Existing Asbestos 

should be replaced by suitable material. 

o Barbed wire fencing should not be erected around any tourism facilities. Existing Barbed 

wire fencing should be replaced by suitable material.  

o All the tourism complexes, resorts, home stays, community stays, Government rest houses, 

canteens, restaurants should not use wood as fuel for any purpose  other than for small 

camp fire. For camp fire wood should be purchased from Forest Department or FDCM sale 

depot with proper receipt. The receipt should be produced at the time of inspection by 

authorities.  

o All tourist facilities falling within buffer zone of tiger reserve shall be reviewed regularly 

by Local Advisory Committee for environment clearance, area of coverage, ownership, 

type of construction number of employee etc. LAC should take appropriate action for non 

compliance and suggest mitigation and retrofitting measures if needed. The LAC or its 

duly authorized member, Collector, Field Director TATR, Deputy Director Core and 

Buffer TATR should have right to access any tourist facility as and when required. LAC 

can constitute a committee of experts for advising on norms of tourist facilities and 

infrastructure to be erected in buffer zone except ecological sensitive areas. 
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o Existing tourism facility in core/ buffer run by Forest Department or FDCM will be 

renewed, landscaped and refurnished as per plan prepared by Unison Project Management 

Pvt. Ltd. a consultant appointed by Government of Maharashtra. The expenditure to be 

incurred on such work should be met from Eco-Tourism Development (State/ District 

Plan) TSP State Plan, CAMPA, tourism development fund received from MTDC or 

Central Government.   

o Stay facilities for low income eco-tourist should be established within existing 

infrastructure or new infrastructure on non forest land by Forest Department/ FDCM/ on 

MTDC, so that tourism in Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve should not become limited to 

rich tourist.   

o Tourist facilities and tour operators shall not cause any disturbance to animals in core or 

buffer.  

o No new infrastructure for tourism (except for minor alternations in existing modest home 

stays) will be allowed to be developed in buffer of Tadoba Tiger Reserve till this plan is 

approved as per the provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act. 1972 as amended time to 

time.              

All the resorts or operator of tourism facilities in buffer of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve 

should possibly employ maximum non skilled and semi skilled worker from the same village 

where facility is situated and from neighboring village. The resort management/ tourism facility 

management should impart training to local villagers in skill development and then possibly 

employ skilled workers also from same village or neighboring villages.   

 

11.14.03 CONSERVATION FEE:- 

 As per provision contained in para 2.1.6 of NTCA guide lines dated 15.10.2012 the levy of 

“Conservation fee” from tourism facilities situated in and around tiger reserve. The State 

Government vide Gr.No. WLP-2012/CN.309/F-1, dated 9.11.2012 has fixed following 

conservation fee from tourism facilities situated in notified buffer of Tiger Reserve. 

Sr. No. Type of Facility Conservation Fee 

1) Home stay by local villagers in their houses -- 

2) Community stays by Eco-development committee or Gram 

Panchayat. 

-- 

3) Any Government undertaking and private resorts up to 10 

suits  

Rs. 500 per suit per 

month 

4) Private resorts above 10 suits. Rs 750 per suit per 

month 
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 The list of all existing resorts with details of suits in each resort in notified buffer should be 

prepared by Deputy Director (Buffer) up to 31.03.2013 and should be published for calling any 

objection. The objection submission time limit should be up to 30.04.2013. After receiving and 

deciding objections, the final list should be published up to 31.05.2013. The levy of conservation 

fee will be made effective from 01.07.2013. A register to that effect should be opened in the office 

of demand Deputy Director (Buffer). Deputy Director (Buffer) should raise demand in writing to 

the management of individual resort 10 days before the completion of the quarter. The resort 

owner/ management should remit the fee by demand draft in the name of Executive Director, 

Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Conservation Foundation, Chandrapur payable at Chandrapur and submit to 

Deputy Director (Buffer) before 15
th
 of ensuing month. Failing to remit Conservation Fee in time 

will attract penalty that will be 2% of total fee per late month or its part.  

 The Conservation Fee so collected should be deposited in Foundation account but 

independent account of such fee should be kept. Independent budget of expenditure should be 

prepared by Executive Director for conservation fee and should be got sanctioned along with 

general budget of foundation by Governing Body.  

 The fund collected as ‘Conservation Fee’ should be earmarked to address local livelihood 

development, human wildlife conflict management and conservation through eco-development. A 

sub committee in the Foundation having representative of tourism industries along with 

representation of concerned EDC should be constituted by Executive Director to administered the 

fund received as Conservation Fee. A transparent mechanism for utilization of these funds should 

be formed by Executive Director Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Conservation Foundation.    

 

11.15 ENTRY FEE AND OTHER FEES:- 

 The rate of entry fee for vehicle, persons, fee for camera, elephant ride fee, guide fee etc. in 

Core can be revised by Field Director, Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve as per provisions in the 

operating manual/ rules under Tiger Conservation Foundation. To attract eco-tourism in Kolsa 

range the entry fee rates can be reduced for some time on limited routes of Kolsa range.  

 The internal existing roads, approach roads in Kolsa range should be improved, so that 

tourists can be attracted to Kolsa part of tourism zone.    

 The rates per trip for guide fee in no case should be less than prevailing daily wage rate of 

Forest Department for tribal area. 

 The rate of vehicle safari, nature trail, cycle ride, boat ride, elephant ride, camera use, 

watch tower fee, guide fee in buffer will be decided by concerned Eco-Development Committee in 
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consultation with Deputy Director Buffer with prior approval of Field Director, Tadoba-Andhari 

Tiger Reserve. 

 All above rate should be reviewed annually.  

 

11.15.01 SUBSIDIZED VISITS:- 

 Student while fostering educational extension activities related to environment, forest and 

wildlife want to enter Tiger Reserve the entry fees rate should be subsidized. The subsidized rates 

can be the rates applicable to other Wildlife Sanctuary/ National Parks not part of Tiger Reserve. 

Presently the rates are Rs. 50/- & 75/- per vehicle per trip and Rs. 20/- per adult and Rs. 10/- per 

children below 12 years per trip. The subsidized entry will be allowed only after receiving 

application from school authority one month in advance by Deputy Director (Core), TATR and 

permission will be given by him as per availability. One school will get only one subsidized entry 

in a year (year starts from 1
st
 October and ends on 30

th
 June). The subsidized entrant will have to 

follow all the Do’s and Don’ts.    

 

11.16 TOURISM IN BUFFER:- 

 The area proposed for development of eco-tourism activities in the buffer and adjoining 

area of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve have potential to attract tourists and will also help to divert 

casual tourists from core area.  

 Considering the availability of routes, entry points, tourist locations, distance Local  

circuits within buffer area or adjacent area are identified. 

 

11.16.01 Identification of Tourist Sites:-   

Following few tourist sites have been listed. As the list is not exhaustive, more sites can be further 

identified and added to the list by Deputy Director Buffer of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve. 

i) Nature and Wildlife based :- Kesalaghat, Iraidam, Doni hills, Naleshwar dam, forested 

block like Mamala, Pahami, Dewada and Karwa. 

ii) Religious and Other :- Ramdegi temple, Somnath temple, Hanuman temple, Agaypur 

temple and Naleshwar temple.  
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11.16.02 Proposed internal tourist Route in buffer of TATR:- 

11.16.02.01 Vehicle routes :-  

(a) Padmapur – Mohali – Nawegaon Chowki – Dewada – Adegaon – Chargaon – Mamla – Mul 

Road, Chandrapur  (b) Padmapur – Mohali – Nawargao chowki – Dewada – Adegaon – Agarzari – 

Chandrapur (c) Padmapur – Nawargaon – chowki – Irai dam – Padmapur (d) Chandrapur – 

Kaslaghat – Agaypur – Doni – Somnath – Mul (e) Chandrapur – Kesalaghat – Agaypur – Doni – 

Pangadi – Naleshwar – Chimur (f) Chimur – Palasgaon – Karwa (g) Chimur – Nawegaon – 

Ramdegi – Bibikhora – Warora (h) Mohali – Sitarampeth – Kondegaon – Arjuni – Chandrapur. 

 

11.16.02.02 Cycling Routes :-  

1) Agarzari to Navergaon chouki to Irai  

2) Dewada to Navergaon chouki 

3) Moharli to Jakana to Junona 

4) Karwa to Robin gate to Palasgaon 

5) Mamla to Doni to Fulzari 

6) Mamla to Adegaon to Agarzari 

 

11.16.02.03 Nature trails:- 

a) Nature trail from Mohali – Junona – Kalapani  

b) Khadsangi – Ramdegi – Back 

c) Kolara – Devri – Kolara 

d) Pangadi – Khatera – Pangadi 

e) Naleshwar reservoir round. 

 

11.16.02.04 Boating:  

Boating can be operated in Moharli tank, Naleshwar tank and all other small village tank after 

taking approval from concerned authority and with all life saving gets.  

 

11.16.02.05 Bird Watching:  

Morning bird watching along water courses can be arranged with trained bird watcher guide from 

local village. 

 

11.16.02.06 Machan Observation:  

Observation of animal from specified existing machan in buffer during day time can be added 

attraction for tourists.  
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11.16.02.07 Camping sites:  

Camping sites with temporary tents will be operated for educational purpose and priority eco 

tourism and nature interpretative major tours will be given to nature educational needs of school 

giving children. 

1) Agarzari   2) Moharli   3) Zari    4) Mamla  

5) Pangadi   6) Karwa   7) Kolara     8) Nawegaon  

 

11.17 COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND EMPLOYMENT GENERATION :- 

 In the NTCA Guidelines dated 15.10.2012 submitted to Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, it 

is mentioned in the para 2.2.4 (vi) that the Eco Tourism Plan should provide for “development of 

participatory community based tourism strategy, in collaboration with local communities, to 

ensure  long-term local-community benefit-sharing, and promotion of activities run by local 

communities.” So following provisions are being made to achieve this target.    

 There are 79 villages in the buffer area with total population of 66298 one of the main 

consideration in buffer area is to create employment opportunities for local villagers so that they 

actively participate in conservation of forest and wildlife. To address this issue, it is essential to 

involve villagers in eco-tourism activities through their respective EDC’s or JFMC’s. The Women 

Self Help Groups of this villages can also be involved in some of tourist activities.  

 The EDC’s/ JFMC’s should be actively involved in the decision making process related to 

development of sites, infrastructure, fee structure etc. 

Some of the activities are enlisted for carrying out in buffer area.  

o Villagers (youth) can be trained to work as guide to tourist and after recovering suitable fee 

from them can guide them for vehicle safari, cycle safari, nature trail, boating, bird 

watching, machan tourism ect. 

o Villagers having chappu boats can arrange for boat ride in village tank they can be trained 

and provided with life jackets etc. They can charge suitable fee from tourist. 

o Suitable villagers from Moharli, Khutwanda, Ghosari, Zari, Pangadi, Kolara, Deori can be 

selected who are having extra rooms in their existing house. The extra room in their house 

can be converted to home stay by bank loan and subsidiary under tribal plan schemes. The 

Tiger Reserve authority can promote home stays to tourists by advertising them on online 

booking portal. 

o In the above villagers community stay can also be developed. Zill Parishad had already 

funded tourist resorts in Zari and Moharli village. The infrastructure is almost ready and 

can be handed over to Gram Panchayat. The Gram Panchayat/ Eco-development 
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Committee can furnished there resorts and start before next tourist season. Deputy Director 

(Buffer) should co-ordinate and get things done. 

o The Eco-development Committee of concerned village should adopt some vehicle routes 

maintain it, prevent grazing of their domestic animal nearby these route so that animal 

sighting will increase and ultimately number of tourist visiting will increase. The fee from 

tourist for safari on this routes can be collected by concerned Eco-Development Committee 

and can be used for development of village. EDC Junona and EDC Agarzari had already 

started 2 routes and successfully running it. This should be imitated by Adegaon, 

Chargaon, Pangadi, Khutwanda and Kolara villages.  

o Detailed planning of all this activity should be done up to September 2013 by Deputy 

Director (Buffer) and at least 8 to 10 new routes should be started in buffer from new 

season of 2013. 

o Artisans from all 79 villages should be identified and their handicrafts after due training 

and value addition should be make marketable. Souvenir shop to be run by local Eco-

Development Committee at Moharli, Pangadi and Kolara gate should be established. In 

these shops handicrafts of local villagers should be kept for sale.    

o Villagers from villagers relocated out of core of Tiger Reserve should be given preference 

in recruitment of guide, registration of Gypsy or canter and any other income generating 

activity including skilled/ unskilled/ semiskilled employment in private resorts irrespective 

of their residing in buffer or not. 

 

11.18 MONITORING MECHANISM :- 

 Periodical assessment of impact of tourism on wildlife in core and buffer should be carried 

out. 

      Field Director, Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve should arrange every two year for scientific 

assessment of impact of tourism on abundance and behavior of wildlife by reputed institute. 

Suitable action should be taken to mitigate adverse affect, if any. 

 

11.19 APPOINTMENT TRAINING & DISCIPLINE OF GUIDE AND DRIVERS :- 

   The tourist guide recruited should be strictly from villagers within the buffer. Person who 

is not permanent resident of village within core or relocated village should not be recruited as 

guide. Gypsy/ Canter Drivers should possibly from local villages.  

 One training from reputed institute should be arranged every year in monsoon season for 

all guide/ drivers so as that their skill will be polished, their knowledge will be widened. The 

expenditure for training should be met from conservation fee budget.  



 

 

   

 

31 

  The curriculum of the training should be so developed that guides and drivers should get 

acquainted with art, craft and ethics of wildlife tourist. The curriculum should also include 

interpretation, rules and regulations, bird identification and natural history. The training should 

conclude with exam both written and oral. The successful guide/ drivers should be certified and 

keep continued in their jobs.  

 The guides and drivers should wear uniform with name tags and badges. Every year one 

set of uniform along with shoes, cap etc. will be provided by Tiger Conservation Foundation and 

one set should be arranged by the guide and drivers themselves. The colour and pattern of uniform, 

cap etc. will be fixed by Field Director. The driver and guide both should have different colour and 

pattern. 

 A periodic assessment of performance of guides shall be reviewed by the LAC before 

reissuing their licenses. The license should be issued every year before commencement of tourism 

season. 

 

11.20 ADVANCE BOOKING :- 

  Advance booking of gate entry should be done preferably online. Online booking has 

started from 01.04.2013. As suggested and finalized by TCS & government of Maharashtra online 

booking for all Tiger Reserve of Vidharbha is implemented. Out of total capacity 70% is online, 

15% is from gate and 15% is the discretionary quota of Chief Conservator of Forests & Field 

Director, Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve. The Chief Conservator of Forests & Field Director, 

Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve can further delegate part of his discretionary quota to Deputy 

Director (Core), TATR. The 15% discretionary quota should be reviewed after 1 or 2 years and if 

possible can be reduced by LAC. 70% online booking can be reduced suitably by LAC after one 

year, if demand of locals can not be fulfilled. If Gate entry is not booked online, the same shall be 

available for on spot booking on the respective gates. Also if discretionary quota remains unused, 

same shall be made available for on spot booking at gate. 

 

11.21  TEMPLE AND PILGRIMAGE BOARDS IN TIGER RESERVE :- 

 In the core of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve there is no temple/ pilgrimage of large scale 

and having Board. But in the buffer of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve large scale temple/ 

pilgrimage is there at Ramdegi in Reserve Forest compt. No. 63. Some other small temple 

pilgrimage with or without Board may be there. A list of all such temple/ pilgrimage should be 

prepared within 3 months by Deputy Director (Buffer) with details of occupation, legal status of 

land. GPS based map should also be prepared.  

 It should be confirmed that pilgrimage site should be in accordance with Forest 

Conservation Act. 1980, Wildlife (Protection) Act. 1972 and Environment (Protection) Act. 1986. 
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Further expansion of such area should not be allowed to take place. LAC should periodically 

review and take necessary action.  

 All transit camps and places of stay for such pilgrimage shall be restricted to nominated 

days in a year and only restricted to existing premises of pilgrimage. Deputy Director (Buffer) 

should co-ordinate with temple authority to develop a system for controlling number of pilgrimage 

so as to maintain the ecological integrity of the area. This mechanism should be developed within 3 

years from 15.10.2012. 

 All rules relating to tourism facility including noise, building design, use of alternative 

energy and fee passage to wildlife shall apply to such pilgrimage facilities. 

 Temple board shall negotiate term of revenue sharing with local community 

(Grampanchayat/ EDC/ JFMC’s) and channel a minimum of 10 percent of gross revenue collected 

in to development of local communities through the Gram Sabha. The concerned Grampanchayat/ 

EDC/ JFMC’s should take steps to talk to temple board.  

   Temple tourists operators and temple authorities shall be given and exposure on the value 

of forest ecosystem and their ecological services Do’s and Don’ts should also be publicized during 

“Mela” on the temple.  

 Monitoring of implementation of all above guidelines should be executed by District 

Revenue and Tiger Reserve Authorities.  

 

11.22  PERIOD OF PLAN :- 

 As the Eco-Tourism Plan is part of Tiger Conservation Plan, the period of this plan will be 

co-terminus with Tiger Conservation Plan. 

 

11.23  STATUTORY POWER OF CHIEF WILD LIFE WARDEN :- 

 As per section 33 and 35 (8) of Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 over all control of 

Sanctuaries and National Parks lies with Chief Wild Life Warden. Other section of the said act also 

empowers Chief Wild Life Warden of the State for management of all the issues related to 

Sanctuaries and National Parks. So any thing mentioned in this plan is subject to approval of Chief 

Wild Life Warden, Maharashtra State. 

 

11.24 CONTRAVENTION OF PLAN :- 

 As this Eco-Tourism Plan for Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve is prepared as per National 

Tiger Conservation Authority [a statutory body as per Wildlife (Protection) Act. 1972] guidelines 

issued on 15.10.2012 and Supreme Courts order dated 16.10.2012, contravention of any provision 

or conditions laid in para 11.10, 11.11, 11.12 of this Eco-Tourism Plan by any person or 
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organizations shall be liable for an offence under sub section (2) of section 38 “0” of the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act. 1972. 

 

****** 
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ANNEXURE–A 
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ANNEXURE-C-1 
 

No. 7-16/2012-NTCA 

Government of India 

Ministry of Environment & Forests 

National Tiger Conservation Authority 

**** 

Annexe No. 5, Bikaner House, 

Shahjahan Road, New Delhi-

110011. 

Telefax: 23389683 

E-mai: jdntca@gmail.com 

Dated the 19
th

 November, 2012 

To 

 The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) & 

 Chief Wildlife Warden, Madhya Pradesh, 

 Pragati Bhavan, 3
rd

 Floor, Zone-I, 

 M.P. Nagar, Bhopal-462011 

 

Sub: Clarification about the Guidelines for Tourism in and around Tiger Reserve – reg. 

 

Sir, 

 Reference is invited to your D.O. No. 97 dated 12
th
 November, 2012 addressed on the 

Member Secretary, NTCA on the subject cited above. In this context I am directed to inform that 

1 Two options are available for the area computation as under. 

Option I Total linear length of park road used for tourism multiplied by 20m (sighting 

distance) on either side. 

Option II In case the roads are closely networked, the entire area of the compartment may be 

taken for computation. 

2. The carrying capacity is computed for a DAY, us indicated in the model calculation given 

at Annexure-I of the Comprehensive Guidelines for Project Tiger and Tourism in Tiger Reserve. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Sd/- 

(S.P. Yadav) 

Deputy Inspector General (NTCA) 
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[To be published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part-III, Section 4 

dated the 15th October, 2012] 

 

Ministry of Environment and Forests 

(National Tiger Conservation Authority) 

 

Notification 

 

New Delhi, 15th October, 2012 

 

No. 15-31/2012-NTCA. Whereas, the National Tiger Conservation Authority under clause (c) of 

sub-section (1) of section 38-O of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 has the power to lay down 

normative standards for tourism activities and guidelines for project tiger for tiger conservation in 

the buffer and core areas of tiger reserves to ensure their due compliance; 

 

And whereas, the Central Government is committed to frame comprehensive guidelines with 

regard to fixation of core areas and buffer areas and tourism including welfare and religious 

tourism as contemplated under clause (c) of subsection (1) of section 38-O of the Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972 as well with regard to the protection of tigers in forest and non-forest areas; 

 

Now, therefore, in pursuance of the powers conferred under clause (c) of subsection (1) of section 

38-O of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (53 of 1972) and in supersession of the Guidelines 

issued by the National Tiger Conservation Authority vide number F.No. 3-1/2003-PT, dated the 

21st February, 2008, accept as respects things done or omitted to be done before such supersession, 

the National Tiger Conservation Authority hereby makes the following guidelines to be followed 

for the purpose of tiger conservation in the buffer and core area of tiger reserves and lay down 

normative standards for tourism activities in tiger reserves, namely:–– 

 

1. Short title. These guidelines may be called the National Tiger Conservation Authority 

(Normative Standards for Tourism activities and Project Tiger) Guidelines, 2012. 
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PART-B 

GUIDELINES FOR TOURISM IN AND AROUND TIGER RESERVES 

 

PREAMBLE. 

 

Whereas, healthy natural ecosystems are critical to the ecological well-being of all living entities, 

and especially for the economic security of people. Tourism in the form of ecotourism has the 

potential to enhance public awareness, education, and wildlife conservation, while providing 

nature-compatible local livelihoods and greater incomes for a large number of people living 

around natural ecosystem which can help to contribute directly to the protection of wildlife or 

forest areas, while making the local community stakeholders and owners in the process. 

 

Whereas, the Central Government considers it necessary to lay down a framework Guidelines on 

the selection, planning, development, implementation and monitoring of tourism in tiger reserves of 

the country with a view to recognise that tiger reserves and their landscapes are diverse, specific 

State Tourism and Ecotourism Strategies to be developed by the concerned State Governments and 

Tourism and Ecotourism Plans to be developed by the concerned Authorities. 

 

These Guidelines are framed under section 38-O (c) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, 

(WLPA), the provisions of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 

Rights) Act, 2006, (FRA), Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, (PESA) and Part 

IX of the Constitution of India, besides other laws in force. These Guidelines are in consonance 

with the Guidelines of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Project Tiger. 

 

1. THE NEED FOR GUIDELINES. 

1.1  The objective of these Guidelines is to move from wildlife tourism to ecotourism which is 

defined as ‘responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the 

well-being of local people’. Given the conditions in India, it is proposed that ecotourism includes 

tourism that is community based and community driven. The aim should be to move towards a 

system of tourism around tiger reserves which is primarily community based tourism. Such tourism 

should be low-impact, educational and conserve the ecology and environment, while directly 

benefiting the economic wellbeing of local communities. 
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1.2 The primary objective of tiger reserves is to conserve tiger source populations that also act as 

an umbrella for biodiversity conservation. These areas provide a whole host of ecosystem services 

and opportunities for tourism. Unplanned and unregulated tourism in such landscapes can destroy 

the very environment that attracts such tourism in the first place. Hence, there is a need to move 

towards a model of tourism that is responsible and compatible with these fragile landscapes. 

 

1.3 Tourism, when practiced appropriately, is an important economic and educational activity. It 

has the scope to link to a wider constituency and build conservation support while raising 

awareness about the worth and fragility of such ecosystems in the public at large. It also promotes 

the non-consumptive use of wilderness areas, for the benefit of local communities living around 

and dependent on these fragile landscapes. 

 

1.4 In the absence of proper planning and regulation, there has been a mushrooming of tourist 

facilities in recent years around tiger reserves which has led to the exploitation, degradation, 

disturbance and misuse of fragile ecosystems. It has also led to misuse of the term ‘ecotourism’, 

often to the detriment of the ecosystems and towards further alienation of local people and 

communities. 

 

1.5 These Guidelines are applicable to areas in and around tiger reserves. 

 

1.6 PRINCIPLES OF TOURISM IN AND AROUND TIGER RESERVES. 

 
The persons who implement and participate in tourism activities shall, inter alia, practice the 

following principles, namely:–– 

 

(a)  adopt low-impact wildlife tourism which protects ecological integrity of forest and 

wildlife areas, secure wildlife values of the destination and its surrounding areas; 

(b)  engage with Gram Sabhas as defined in the Scheduled Tribes and Other Forest 

Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights), Act 2006 (FRA) and Panchayat (Extension 

to 

Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA) to facilitate decision making; 

(c)  ensure free participation and prior informed consent of Gram Sabhas and all other 

stake holders; 

(d)  develop mechanisms to generate revenues from wildlife tourism for the welfare and 

economic up-liftment of local communities; 
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(e)  highlight the biodiversity richness, their values and their ecological services to 

people; 

(f)  highlight the heritage value of India’s wilderness and tiger reserves; 

(g)  build environmental, cultural awareness and respect; 

(h)  facilitate the sustainability of tourism enterprises and activities; 

(i)  provide livelihood opportunities to local communities; 

(j)  promote sustainable use of indigenous materials for tourism activities; 

(k)  promote processes for forest dwellers to control and maintain their resources, culture 

and rights so as to minimize negative impacts. 

 

2.  GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPING STATE TOURISM STRATEGY FOR TIGER 

RESERVES. 

 

2.1 The following paragraphs provide the broad framework for each stakeholder. 

 

2.2 Synergy and collaboration amongst the Central Government, and relevant State Government 

Departments, forest dwellers, local communities and civil society institutions are vital for ensuring 

successful implementation of the Guidelines. 

 

2.1.  State Governments. 

 

2.1.1. The State-level Tourism and Ecotourism Strategy for Tiger Reserves shall be in tune with 

these guidelines. Ecologically sensitive land use policies related to tourism shall be specified by the 

State Government for the landscape surrounding tiger reserves. Adequate provisions shall be made 

to ensure that ecotourism does not get relegated to purely high-end, exclusive tourism, leaving out 

local communities. Relevant modifications in State rules and regulations should be carried out in 

order to ensure adherence to these standards by tourism developers and operators. All States 

Governments shall notify the Statelevel Tourism and Ecotourism Strategy within one year from the 

date of notification of these Guidelines. 

 

2.1.2. The State Governments shall endeavour to develop a State-level policy to favour ecotourism 

in place of wildlife tourism as a comprehensive plan to ensure that the primary objective of tiger 

conservation is not compromised and inter alia, include: 

(i)  maintaining integrity and connectivity of tiger reserves; 
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(ii)  local community rights, participation and benefit-sharing; 

(iii)  sound environmental design and sustainable use of indigenous materials; 

(iv)  conservation education and training; 

(v)  adequate machinery for monitoring and evaluation of the impact of ecotourism 

activities on wildlife conservation and local communities; 

(vi)  capacity building of local communities in planning, providing and managing 

ecotourism facilities; 

(vii)  development of appropriate land use and water management planning and 

regulation for maintaining the ecological integrity of landscape in and around tiger 

reserves. 

 

2.1.3. No new tourist infrastructure shall to be set up within the core or critical tiger habitat of tiger 

reserves, in violation of the provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, and the directives of 

the Honourable Supreme Court. 

 

2.1.4. The State Level Steering Committee under section 38U of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 

1972 shall review the implementation of the State-level Tourism and Ecotourism Strategy in Tiger 

Reserves. 

 

2.1.5. The State Governments shall develop a system to ensure that gate receipts from tiger 

reserves are utilised by their management for specific conservation purposes and shall not to go as 

revenue to the State Exchequer. This will ensure that resources generated from tourism can be 

earmarked for protection, conservation and local livelihood development, tackling human-wild 

animal conflict and welfare measures of field staff. 

 

2.1.6. Since the tourism industry in and around tiger reserves is sustained primarily from the non-

consumptive use of wildlife resources and the local communities are the ones that bear the brunt of 

conservation, the State Governments may charge a conservation fee from the tourism industry for 

ecodevelopment and local community upliftment works. The conservation fee shall be decided on 

the number of beds in a facility, the duration of operation of the facility (seasonal or year round) 

and on a luxury classification system such as home stay (fee for which will not be charged up to a 6 

bed facility), to high end (which will have the maximum quantum of the fee). The suggested fee 

structure may range between Rs. 500 to Rs. 3000 per room per month. The rate of conservation fee 

and tourist facility strata shall be determined by the State Government, and the fund thus collected 
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shall be earmarked to address local livelihood development, human-wildlife conflict management 

and conservation through ecodevelopment and not go to the State Exchequer as specified in 

2.1.5 above. 

 

2.1.7 The fund shall be administered by the Tiger Conservation Foundations with the Tourism 

Industry having a say in how and where this fund is to be utilized, and mechanisms for which need 

to be worked out at specific tiger reserves. The fund shall be used for all the villages located within 

or adjacent to the tiger reserves. Every State Government shall notify the rate of local conservation 

fee within a year from the date of notification of these Guidelines. The rate of fee shall be revised 

periodically taking into consideration the cost of operation. The rationale for a local conservation 

fee should be clearly explained to the public at large, through clear signages at local tourist 

facilities. The State Government shall put in place a transparent mechanism for utilisation of these 

funds involving the tiger reserve management through the Tiger Conservation Foundations and 

Gram Sabhas. 

 

2.1.8. A Local Advisory Committee (hereinafter referred to as LAC) shall be constituted for each 

tiger reserve by the State Government. The LAC shall have the following functions, namely: 

(a)  to review the tourism strategy with respect to the tiger reserve and make 

recommendations to the State Government; 

(b)  to ensure computation of reserve specific carrying capacity and its implementation 

through periodic reviews; 

(c)  to ensure site specific norms on buildings, and infrastructures in areas inside and 

close to tiger reserves, keeping in view the corridor value and ecological 

aesthetics; 

(d)  to advise local self Government and State Government on issues relating to 

development of tourism in and around tiger reserves; 

 

(e)  monitor regularly (at least half yearly) all tourist facilities in and around tiger 

reserves vis-à-vis environmental clearance, area of coverage, ownership, type of 

construction, number of employees, etc., for suggesting mitigation and retrofitting 

measures if needed; 

(f)  monitor regularly activities of tour operators to ensure that they do not cause 

disturbance to animals while taking visitors into the tiger reserves; 

(g)  to encourage tourism industry to augment employment opportunities for members 

of local communities. 
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2.1.9. Local Advisory Committee shall consist of: 

(a)  Divisional Commissioner or an officer of equivalent rank to be nominated by the 

State Government - Chairperson; 

(b)  Member/s of the State Legislature representing the area comprising of the 

concerned tiger reserve 

(c)  District Collector/s 

(d)  Tiger Reserve Field Director (Member Secretary) 

(e)  Local Territorial Divisional Forests Officers 

(f)  Honorary Wildlife Warden (if present) 

(g)  Official of State Tourism Department 

(h)  Official of the State Tribal Department 

(i)  one Block Development Officer or Sub Divisional Magistrate to be nominated by 

the State Government 

(j)  two Members of Local Panchayats to be nominated by the State Government 

(k)  one Wildlife scientist to be nominated by the State Government 

(l)  one Social scientist to be nominated by the State Government 

(m)  one representative of the tourism sector to be nominated by the State Government 

(n)  two local conservationists to be nominated by the State Government 

(o)  two representative from a local, registered Civil Society Institution to be 

nominated by the State Government 

(p)  Provided that the Gram Sabhas and in case of North Eastern States, the traditional 

village councils shall be recognized as equivalent to Panchayat Members, 

wherever such councils exist. 

 

2.1.10  For tourism in a tiger reserve, the Tiger Conservation Foundation shall be the 

overseeing authority. 

 

2.1.11  Terms of reference and tenure of the Local Advisory Committees shall be 

determined by the State Government. 

 

2.2.  Tiger Reserve Management in the context of tourism. 
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2.2.1  The Chief Wildlife Warden of the State shall ensure that each tiger reserve prepares a 

tourism plan, as part of the Tiger Conservation Plan vis-à-vis the technical Guidelines of the 

National Tiger Conservation Authority. The plan shall inter alia, include identification of corridor 

connectivity and important wildlife habitats and mechanisms to secure them. This site-specific 

tourism plan forming part of the Tiger Conservation Plan shall be approved as per the provisions of 

the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. Prior to this approval, no new infrastructure for tourism 

(except for minor alterations in existing modest home stays) shall be allowed to be developed in 

and around tiger reserves. 

 

2.2.2 The tourism plan shall, inter alia, include a monitoring mechanism, estimated carrying 

capacity (a suggested model mechanism to calculate carrying capacity, is provided in Annexure-I 

and Annexure-II, which may be modified on a site specific basis), tourism zones and demarcation 

of the area open to tourism on the basis of objective and scientific criteria. 

 

2.2.3. The tourism plan should be consistent with the State Tourism and Ecotourism Strategy and 

shall also be approved by the LAC and the State Government. 

 

2.2.4 The plan shall: 

(i)  identify (using landscape ecological principles and tools) and monitor the 

ecologically sensitive areas surrounding tiger reserves, in order to ensure the 

ecological integrity of corridor and buffer areas, and prevent corridor 

encroachment; 

(ii)  assess carrying capacity of the tiger reserve, at three levels: physical, real and 

effective and permissible carrying capacity of visitors and vehicles as well as 

residential facilities in and around the tiger reserve (in accordance with Annexure-

I, Annexure-II). On the lines of the illustrative calculation provided for vehicular 

tourist visitation, carrying capacity needs to be computed on a site specific basis 

for tourist visitation involving elephant, boat and foot travel. Explore the 

possibility of technological tools (Global Positioning System, wireless, etc.) to 

manage traffic and spacing of tourist vehicles within tiger reserves; 

(iii)  set a ceiling level on number of visitors allowed to enter a tiger reserve at any 

given time, based on the carrying capacity of the habitat; 

(iv)  indicate the area open to tourism in the reserves to be designated as ‘eco-tourism 

zone’; 
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(v)  ensure visitor entry into tiger reserves through vehicles registered with the tiger 

reserve management, accompanied by authorized guide; 

(vi)  develop a participatory community-based tourism strategy, in collaboration with 

local communities, to ensure long-term localcommunity benefit-sharing, and 

promotion of activities run by local communities. 

(vii)  develop codes and standards for privately-operated tourist facilities located in the 

vicinity of core or critical tiger habitats, eco-sensitive zones or buffer areas, with a 

view to, inter alia, ensure benefit and income to local communities; 

(viii)  develop monitoring mechanisms to assess impact of tourism activities on the 

wildlife and its habitat so as to minimize them; 

(ix)  develop generic guidelines for environmentally acceptable and culturally 

appropriate practices, and for all new constructions; 

(x)  set up lists of Do’s and Don’ts for visitors; 

(xi)  provide for subsidized visits of students while fostering educational extension 

activities. 

 

2.2.5.  In the case of human animal conflicts, compensation shall be paid within the period as per 

Citizen’s Charter, apart from immediate payment of ex gratia. 

 

2.2.6. All tourism activities shall take place only in delineated ‘tourism zones’ indicated in the 

tourism plan. The vacant posts in tiger reserves shall be filled up since the staff is also required to 

manage some tourism in addition to their regular duties. 

 

2.2.7. Tigers in India occur across varied habitats that range from high elevation mountain 

subtropical forests, tropical wet evergreen forests, mangrove swamps, tropical moist or dry 

deciduous forests and alluvial floodplain grasslands. The densities of large ungulates, the main prey 

of tigers, vary from 2 to over 60 animals per km2 among these different habitats. Breeding tigress’s 

are territorial, and the size of their territories adjust to prey density so as to successfully raise cubs. 

Male tiger territories cover the territories of two to four breeding tigress territories. Due to variation 

in habitat specific prey density, breeding tigress territories range from 20 to 200 km2 in India. For a 

demographically viable population it is essential to have a core area that harbours a minimum of 20 

to 25 breeding tigresses. For long-term genetic viability the minimum effective population size is 

believed to be about 500 individuals. Due to the variability in breeding tigress territory size and 

thus breeding tiger density, the core area needed can be generalized to be between 800-1200 km2. 
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This core and surrounding buffer can then sustain a population of about 75 to 100 individual tigers 

to attain demographic viability. However, genetic viability is possible only through corridor 

connectivity within the larger landscape where dispersing individual tigers ensure genetic mixing 

between different source populations (tiger reserves) in a metapopulation framework. Current 

tourism zones where only tourist visits are permitted and there are no consumptive uses, tiger 

density and recruitment does not seem to be impacted. For this reason permitting up to 20% of the 

core/ critical tiger habitat as a tourism zone should not have an adverse effect on the tiger biology 

needs, which is subject to adherence to all the prescriptions made in these Guidelines. 

 

2.2.7.1. There is also a need for fostering the buffer and peripheral areas for carrying out the greater 

part of ecotourism to benefit local communities. 

 

2.2.8. Conservation of the tiger, our National animal, is the paramount objective of tiger reserves 

and generating public support through regulated tourism is an invaluable tool for harnessing public 

and community support for tiger conservation. Regulated tourism results in enhanced awareness 

and is of educational value especially for the younger generation. Non-consumptive regulated, low-

impact tourism, could be permitted within core or critical tiger habitat without in any way 

compromising the sprit of core/critical tiger habitat for tiger conservation. With this importance of 

tourism in tiger conservation in mind, it is recommended that a maximum of 20% of the core or 

critical tiger habitat usage (not exceeding the present usage) for regulated, low-impact tourist 

visitation may be permitted. In case the current usage exceeds 20% the Local Advisory Committee 

may decide on a timeframe for bringing down the usage to 20%. Such area may be demarcated as 

tourism zone and there should be strict adherence to site specific carrying capacity. Restoration of 

buffer forest areas shall be done through its unified control under the respective Field Directors of 

tiger reserves vis-à-vis the Guidelines of the Project Tiger and the National Tiger Conservation 

Authority. Further, no new tourism infrastructure shall be created in the core areas. Existing 

residential infrastructure inside core or critical tiger habitats shall be strictly regulated to adhere to 

low ecological impacts as decided by the Local Advisory Committee on a site specific basis. 

 

2.2.8.1. Any core area in a tiger reserve from which relocation has been carried out, shall not be 

used for tourism infrastructure. 

 

2.2.9. Forest dwellers who have been relocated from core or critical tiger habitat to the Buffer shall 

be given priority in terms of livelihood generation activities related to community-based 
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ecotourism in the tiger reserve. Tiger reserve management shall make a special effort in this regard, 

besides a periodic review to ensure its compliance. 

 

2.2.10. Tourism infrastructure shall conform to environment-friendly, lowimpact aesthetic 

architecture, including solar energy, waste recycling, rainwater harvesting, natural cross-

ventilation, proper sewage disposal and merging with the surrounding habitat. Violations of these 

norms will be appropriately dealt with by the LAC. Any violation of the guidelines will be referred 

to the appropriate authorities under intimation to the NTCA, for taking action in accordance to the 

relevant provisions of the law. 

 

2.2.11. The District Revenue and tiger reserve authorities shall ensure that all tourist facilities 

within a zone of influence (to be identified by the LAC) in the context of core/critical tiger habitats 

in tiger reserves must adhere to all environmental clearances, noise pollution norms, and are non-

polluting, blending in with sur roundings. Severe penalties must be imposed for noncompliance. 

 

2.2.12. Permanent tourist facilities located inside core or critical tiger habitat, which are being used 

for wildlife tourism shall be phased out on a time frame decided by the LAC. Strict plans ensuring 

low impact adherence by these facilities shall be developed and approved by LAC for 

implementation. There shall be no privately run facilities such as catering, etc., inside the core or 

critical tiger habitat where night stay is permitted. Such existing facilities if any, are to be run by 

the Tiger Conservation Foundations. 

 

2.2.13. All tourism facilities located within the zone of influence (as determined by the LAC) in the 

context of the tiger reserve shall adhere to pollution norms (noise, solid waste, air and water, etc.), 

under the respective laws or rules for the time being in force. Outdoor high intensity illumination 

shall not be utilized as it disturbs nocturnal wild animal activities. 

 

2.2.14. There shall be a complete ban on burying, burning or otherwise disposing non- 

biodegradable or toxic waste in and around the tiger reserve. Proper plan for disposal for 

degradable waste shall be developed and strictly implemented. 

 

2.2.15. Management of habitat to inflate animal abundance for tourism purposes shall not be 

practiced within the core or critical habitat. Visitors shall keep a minimum distance of more than 20 

meter from all wildlife; cordoning, luring or feeding of any wildlife shall be prohibited. Minimum 
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distance between vehicles while spotting wildlife shall be maintained at 50 meters. Vehicles shall 

not monopolize a wildlife sighting for more than 15 minutes. 

 

2.2.16. To avoid the number of visitors and vehicles exceeding carrying capacity, tiger reserve 

managers shall establish an advance booking system to control tourist and vehicle numbers. Rules 

of booking shall be transparent and, violators shall be penalized. 

 

2.2.17. Tiger reserve authorities shall delineate an adequate and appropriate area for the visitor 

facility outside the protected area. 

 

2.2.18. Tourism activities in a tiger reserves shall be under the overall guidance of the respective 

Tiger Conservation Foundations and the LACs. 

 

2.3.  Tourist facilities and Tour operators. 

 

2.3.1.  Tourism infrastructure must conform to environment-friendly, lowimpact, low height 

aesthetic architecture; renewable including solar energy, waste recycling, water management, 

natural cross-ventilation, no use of asbestos, discharge of only treated sewage, no air pollution, 

minimal outdoor lighting, and merging with the surrounding landscape. 

 

2.3.2.  The use of battery operated vehicles shall be encouraged to minimize pollution wherever 

terrain permits. 

 

2.3.3  A 'curriculum' shall be developed for training of guides and drivers in the art, craft and 

ethics of wildlife tourism, resulting in certification. All guides and drivers shall compulsorily go 

through a short course in interpretation and rules and regulations followed by an oral examination 

before being certified by the Tiger Conservation Foundation. Courses may be scheduled during the 

nontourist season. All certified guides and drivers shall wear appropriately designed uniforms with 

name tags and badges. This will instil a sense of pride, discipline and accountability. Prior to every 

tourist season, certified guides and drivers shall go through a refresher course or workshop. These 

shall also build up their capacity to identify birds and provide natural history information on other 

species, to slowly wean them away from a tiger-centric obsession. A periodic assessment of their 

performance shall be reviewed by the LAC before reissuing their licences. 
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2.3.4.  All tourist facilities falling within the zone of influence of a tiger reserve shall be reviewed 

regularly by the Local Advisory Committee vis-à-vis environmental clearance, area of coverage, 

ownership, type of construction, number of employees, etc., for suggesting mitigation and 

retrofitting measures if needed. 

 

2.3.5.  All tourist facilities, old and new shall aim to generate at least 50% of their total energy 

and fuel requirements from alternate energy sources that may include solar and biogas. 

 

2.3.6.  The use of wood as fuel shall be prohibited, except for campfires for which wood must be 

procured from State Forest Department or the Forest Development Corporation depots. 

 

2.3.7.  In order to allow free passage to wildlife, developments shall be sensitive to the 

conservation of flora and fauna, and the corridor value of the area in and around tiger reserves. 

 

2.3.8.  Tourist facilities and tour operators shall not cause disturbance to animals while taking 

visitors on nature trails. 

 

2.3.9.  Any violation of the guidelines shall be referred to the appropriate authorities under 

intimation to the National Tiger Conservation Authority, for taking action in accordance to the 

relevant provisions of the law. 

 

2.4. Temple and Pilgrimage Boards. 

 

2.4.1.  Pilgrim sites located inside tiger reserves shall be in accordance with the Forest 

(Conservation) Act, 1980, Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 and the Environment  Protection) Act, 

1986 to prevent any further expansion. This shall be periodically reviewed by the LAC. 

 

2.4.2. All transit camps and places of stay for such pilgrimage shall be restricted to nominated days 

in a year. The protected area managers shall work with the temple authorities to develop a system 

for controlling the number of pilgrims so as to maintain the ecological integrity of the area. This 

mechanism shall be developed within three years of the notification of these Guidelines. 
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2.4.3.  All rules relating to tourism facilities including noise, building design, use of alternate 

energy and free passage to wildlife shall apply to such pilgrim facilities. 

 

2.4.4  Temple boards shall negotiate terms of revenue sharing with local communities and 

channel a minimum of 10 percent of gross revenue collected into development of local 

communities through the Gram Sabha. 

 

2.4.5  The tourist operators, drivers and temple controlling authorities shall be given an exposure 

on the value of forest ecosystem and their ecological services and alongwith the do’s and don’ts 

during visits to forests and tiger reserves. 

 

2.5  These Guidelines shall be applicable to the tiger reserves notified under section 38V of the 

Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. The State Government shall lay down Guidelines on similar lines 

for tourism in other protected areas. 

 

2.6  Contravention of any provision of these guidelines or conditions laid therein by any person 

or organization shall be liable of an offence under subsection (2) of 38-O of the Wild Life 

(Protection) Act, 1972. 

 

*** 
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ANNEXURE–E 
 

DETAILS OF PROPOSED TOURISM ZONE IN CORE OF  

TADOBA-ANDHARI TIGER RESERVE 

 

Range Name of Road Length (k.m.) 

Tadoba  Tadoba to Khatoda 9.00 

 Chital Road 1.50 

 Tadoba to Nawegaon Gate 7.50 

 Nawegaon to Core Boundary 3.40 

 Jamun bodi Road 3.00 

 Tadoba to Jamni 4.00 

 Jamni Chouki to Kolara Gate 7.00 

 Khatoda to Jamni 7.00 

 Jamni Chowk to Pandharpauni 5.00 

 Kalaamba to Pandarpauni 4.00 

 Waghai to Compt. 97 3.50 

 Khatoda to Khutwanda 5.00 

 Unidentified Jamni village Road 17.00 

 Unidentified Navegaon village Road 23.00 

 Total 99.90 

Moharli Moharli to Khatoda 11.20 

 Telia to Andhari (Katarni line) 4.00 

 Telia Round  4.90 

 Yenbodi Road 1.75 

 2
nd

 Cross Road 1.60 

 Jamunzora circular road 3.50 
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 Aswalhira Circular Road 3.00 

 Waghdoh Circular Road 7.00 

 Total 36.95 

Kolsa Kolsa to zari 7.00 

 Kolsa to Pangdi 7.00 

 Kolsa to Shiwanzari 7.00 

 Raiba-Kuwani-Pangdi 3.30 

 Kolsa-Kuwani Line 3.50 

 Total 27.80 

 Grand Total 164.65 
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ANNEXURE-F 

 

ESTIMATION OF VISITOR CARRYING CAPACITY 

(Based on NTCA Guidelines dated 15/10/2012) 

 

a) Physical Carrying capacity (PCC) :- This is the “maximum number of visitors that can 

physically fit in to a defined space, over a particular time”. It is expressed as : 

PCC = A x V/a x R.F. 

Where,  A = available area for public use  

            V/a = one Visitor/ m
2
 

            RF = rotation factor (number of visits per day) 

 

In order to Measure the PCC of TATR, the following criteria have been taken into account. 

• Only vehicular movements on forest roads are permitted. 

• The “Standing area is not relevant, but “closeness” between vehicles is important. 

• There is a required distance of at least 500 m.t. bet
n
 2 vehicles to avoid dust (2 vehicle / 

km.) 

• At least 3 � hours are needed for a single park excursion. 

• The P.A. is open to tourist for 9 months in a year and 9 hours per day. 

• Linear road length within the park where tourist are allowed to move is more relevant than 

area, and total lengths are ; 

Tadoba Moharli Kolsa Total 

99.90 km 36.95 km 27.80 km 164.65 km 

       

• Due to constant vehicular use the entire road length of 247 km is prone to erosion out of 

which around 40 km length is of medium erosion risk and 30 km is high erosion risk. 

• Rotation Factor (RF)  =  Opening Period 

Average time of one visit  

     =  9/3.5   = 2.57 say 2.60 

 

Physical Carrying Capacity   =  164.65 x 2 x 2.60 = 856.18 

       856.18 visit / day. 
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b) Real Carrying capacity (RCC) :- RCC is the maximum permissible numbers of visits to a 

site, once the “ reductive factors (Corrective) derived from the particular characteristics of 

the site have been applied to the PCC. These reductive factors are based on biophysical, 

environmental, ecological, social and management.  

 

RCC = PCC (-) Cf1 - Cf2 ................. Cfn 

Where Cf is a corrective factor expressed as a percentage. Thus the formula for calculating 

RCC is 

 

RCC = PCC  x  100 (-)Cf1  x  100 (-) Cf2  ...................100 (-) CFn 

           100          100 

Corrective factors one site specific and expressed in percentage as below :  

 

Cf = M. 1 X 100   Where Cf  =  Corrective factor 

        Mt.    One = Limiting magnitude of the variable 

     Mt. = Total magnitude of the variable  

 

I) Road erosion :  

   Total Length 164.65 km (ME) 

   Medium erosion risk 30 Km (Weighing factor 2) 

   High erosion risk 20 Km (weighing factor 3) 

   Me = 30 x 2 + 20 x 3 = 60 + 60 = 120 Km. 

   Cfe = 120 / 164.65 x 100 = 72.88 or 73 % 

 

II) Disturbance to wildlife factor :  

 

For Chittal  =  2  x 100 = 20 % 

      10 

 

For Tiger  =  2  x 100 = 20 % 

   10  

Over all corrective factor 

 

20 + 20 = 40% 
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III) Temporary Closing of roads for repair etc. : 

 

   Limiting week/year x  100  = 2   x 100 = 5% 

   Total week/year      40 

 

   RCC = 856.18  x 100 (-) 73  x 100 (-) 40  x 100 (-) 5 

                 100                 100         100 

  

   856.18 x 0.27 x 0.60 x 0.95 = 131.77 visit/day 

 

C) Effective permissible carrying capacity (ECC) : 

 ECC is the maximum numbers of visitor’s that a site can sustain, given the management 

capacity (mc) available. ECC is obtained by multiplying the real carrying capacity (RCC) with the 

management capacity. MC is defined as the sum of conditions that PA management requires if it is 

to carry out its function at the optimum level. Limitation in management like absence of special 

staff for managing tourists, lack of even protection staff and infrastructure limits the RCC. The 

staff position in core is good hence the management capacity for Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve is 

taken as 0.98. 

 

ECC  = RCC x MC 

 = 131.77 x 0.95 = 125.18 say 125 Vehicle per day. 

So the 129 vehicle should be allowed over 8.66 hours of park open time. 

 

 Hence Visitor carrying capacity of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve is 125 vehicles per day. 

Distribution for each gate will be decided by Field Director, Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve.   
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